WHO WE ARE 
MOVIMIENTO DE LIBERACION NACIONAL 


Since its founding in 1977, the Movimiento de Liberacion 
Nacional (M.L.N.) has marched to the forefront of the Puerto 
Rican and Chicano/Mexicano revolutionary struggles, impacting 
the political development in the United States, in Puerto Rico, 
and Mexico. 

In the course of the last 5 years, the M.L.N. has successfully 
fought major battles against repression, attempts to isolate it 
and discredit it before our people, opportunism and reformism in 
the ranks of the movement, and outright counter-revolutionary 
politics manifested in some pro-independence organizations. 
Most importantly, it has placed the question of armed struggle 
on the political and programatic agenda of the movement. 

These achievements by a small organization-although 
present nation-wide within the U.S.--is the result of its strategic 
conceptualization of the struggle, its scientific approach to 
theory and practice, and its organizational character as a cadre 
and not a mass organization. Its strong reliance on discipline 
and collectivism, criticism and self-criticism and constant 
evaluction of its methods of work and their impact on the 
movement and the masses of our people, give it its distinct 
character in relation to petty bourgeois and neo-Marxist organi- 
zations. 

Finally, the M.L.N. is not in the process of creating a name 
for itself through sensational media performances. It seeks to 
establish its name through patient and correct work among the 
people. We are not in competition with the rest of the movement, 
but instead involve ourselves in the lengthy and patient process 
of effective organization. 


MLN 

c/o Rebeldia 

Box 233 

2520 N. Lincoln Ave. 
Chicago, Illinois 60614 
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BOOKS AND LITERATURE AVAILABLE 


Puerto Rican Nationalism: A Reader - English ......... $5.00 
By Jose E. Lopez - 1977 - First Edition - 218. pages 


A collection of works which include the most important 
original material available in English about the Nationalist 
Party of Puerto Rico. Introductory note on the historical 
development of United States imperialism in Puerto Rico. 


Trilateral Commission: The New U.S. Imperialist | 

Wond SEALER en e ate bedrest awe bande eke ...- $3.00 
By M.L.N. Political Studies Commission - English 

1979 - First Edition - 84 pages 


A topic which has had little analysis, but which is essential 
to understand in order to program for the coming decade 
of the 80’s. 


Toward People’s War for Independence and Socialism 

in Puerto Rico: In Defense of Armed Struggle - English. . . . $2.50 
By Interim Committee for a New 

Puerto Rican Solidarity Movement 


The book contains speeched and articles by leading forces 
in the revolutionary public Independence movement as well 
as statements and communiques from the armed clandestine 
organizations. 


***1q Patria Radical - Spanish............... era a a $4.00 
By Juan Antonio Corretjer -.1978 - Fourth Edition - 150 pages 


*** La Lucha Por La Independencia 


de Puerto Rico - Spanish. .........0 cc cece ewe teens $3.00 
By Juan Antonio Corretjer - 1977 - Firth Edition - 149 pages 


***These two books will soon be available in English. 
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FROM OUR 
POINT OF VIEW 














MOURNING AND 
RATIFICATION 


The following article was writ- 
ten by Juan Antonio Corretjer, 
Secretary General of the Liga 
Socialista Puertorriqueña, 
L.S.P., and appeared in the 
July 27, 1982 edition of 
El Nuevo Dia. 


Raúl Roa, one of the 
most important Cuban person- 
alities of the 1930s generation, 
died recently in Havana, Cuba. 
A scholarly intellectual, writer 
of prose, and tremendous 
polemicist, Roa held particular 
affection for us. Since early 
adolescence, he was a constant 
defender of Puerto Rican in- 
dependence. One of his first 
individual acts as Minister of 
Foreign Relations resolved, in 
a petition to Silvino J. Sor- 
hegui, an issue that enabled 





this author to serve modestly 
the mutual interests of Puerto 
Rico and Cuba in the more 
unfortunate years of the Cuban 
revolution. Upon learning of 
his death, I was filled with 
past images of unity, deeply 
embedded in our rich Cuban 
experience. 

Roa was one of the most 
consistent Cuban Marxists. He 
was a marxist born at the 
height of his generation, and 
he died a marxist after a long 
and laborious life. He inter- 
mittenly embraced and strayed 
from the positions of the Third 
International, positions that 
were inherited from, and large- 
ly survived, the liquidation of 
that iron-willed organization 
founded by Lenin, which 
Stalin directed and dissolved. 


However, Raúl Roa never 


strayed from what he learned 
from classical Marxist texts. 
It was not, however, until 
the triumph of the Sierra 


Maestra and the liquidation of . 


the first post-insurrectional 
government, that a reconcilia- 
tion of tendencies ranging 
from those represented by Che 
Guevara to the Soviet repre- 
sentation of the Partido Po- 
pular Socialista(Popular Social- 
ist Party) that gave Roa the 
opportunity to serve as the 
principal figure of Cuban di- 
plomacy with such fiery dili- 
gence. 

All his life he had dreamed 
of seeing Cuba waging a great 
anti-imperialist battle against 
the United States as part of 
her antillan destiny. 

He had the pleasure, al- 
most until his death, of direct- 
ing the most aggressive efforts 
of a diplomacy that was born 
in the jungle. With much 
respect and affection, we place 
next to his memory these 
just remembrances. 

Today his son Raúl Roa 
Koury is visiting our homeland 
as part of his duty as Ambas- 
sador at Large of the United 
Nation’s Cuban Mission. Along 
with a sincere welcome to our 
homeland, we wish to express 
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our heartfelt condolences to 
his son on the death of his il- 
lustrious father, and ask that 
our sympathies be extended to 
his government and his family. 
Unfortunately, cruel fate 
obliges us to disagree, some- 
times fiercely, with our friends, 
colleagues and even brothers. 
Many times during our long 
life, our spirit has bled silently. 
Rarely have we aired our dis- 
agreement with our compañe- 
ros in public. Today we lament 
the fact that it is the occasion 
of the visit of the Cuban am- 
bassador, who directs the poli- 
tics of his government in the 
United Nations Mission, that 
forces us to publicly voice 
our disagreement. We simply 
cannot accept the Cuban revol- 
utionary government’s support 
of “free association.” We can- 
not. For us, “free association” 
is not an alternative to inde- 
pendence, because indepen- 
dence has no alternative. 
“Free Association” is noth- 
ing more than the anti-patriotic 
transaction that Cuba buried 
with its War of Independence. 
“Free association” as a syno- 
nom to autonomy has no place 
in the U.S. constitutional sys- 
tem that would obligatorily 
be the one to welcome a freely 





DE PIE Y EN LUCHA 


associated Puerto Rico. Even 
if it were possible, which it is 
not, we would still reject it, 
because we would not allow 
Puerto Rico to be relegated to 
a historical life of half-exist- 
ence. Free association is the 
submission to yanki imperial- 
ist politics, the surrender of 
our major natural resources to 
that politic, moral disagree- 
ment, opportunism, opportun- 
ism, and more opportunism. 
Maybe mine is a solitary 
voice in Puerto Rico, as they 
would often have you believe. 
Even in the most precarious in- 
stances of my participation in 
my country’s political life, I 


doubted that this “solitude” 


was as real as it appeared. On 
this occasion I want to publicly 
dispell all doubts. I can assure 
our distinguished friend Raúl 
Roa Koury and the Cuban 
Revolutionary government 
that it is sheer madness to 
reinforce the nefarious auto- 
nomist theory Spain used to 
retain its Flag in Puerto Rico 
until the Spanish flagstaff was 
siezed by the yanki flag. I can 
also assure you that the broad 
masses of Puerto Rican inde- 
pendentism in its highest qual- 
ity and greatest numbers will 
accept no alternative to inde- 
pendence. 
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THE 
RNATIONA 


_ ECONOMIC CRISIS 


-. Different Puerto Rican po- 
litical tendencies are discussing 
the recognition of the present 
economic. crisis the country is 
suffering. ‘The channels of de- 
pendency of. the colonial eco- 
nomy with the,North Ameri- 
can; economic structure now 
mean that the - international 
crisis of the imperialist system - 
with the U;S. as its central mo- 
tor - has an alarming negative 
impact on an economy that 
had already begun to show 
symptoms of deterioration in 
its pattern of accumulation in 
the middle 60’s. The facts 
are undeniable and can not be 
put off. For the parties with 
bourgeois ideology it is a time 
for “readjustments” of the eco- 
nomy, a time to search for 
“new alternatives” or to cons- 
truct mechanisms that would 
allow them to set the econo- 
mic structure on the path of 
progressive growth and capital 
accumulation. There is talk of 
creating an international finan- 
cial center to reactivate the 


economy, of the establishment 
of an international commercial 
center that would be oriented 
principally towards the Carib- 
bean area. Meanwhile, a strate- 
gy is being developed “in 
secret,” aimed towards the 
exploitation of our mineral 
resources by yanqui capital. 
The fact that this could bring 
about the physical destruction 
of the nation is not. consi- 
dered important. — 


On the other hand, this si- 
tuation demands that we so- 
cialists develop the best possi- 
ble understanding of this eco- 
nomic and social reality, which 
will allow us to develop a tested 
proletarian politic for the pre- 
sent. An understanding of the 
crisis phenomenon from a cri- 
tical perspective, one that 
is not just a simple intellec- 
tual exercise, but rather can 
serve in the struggle to change 
that undesirable reality, which 
is a product of the capitalist 
system, for one that benefits 
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the working. people. The 
only real alternative for sus- 
tained national development is 
to win independence and to 
construct socialism in the 
nation. 

It is from this point of 
departure that we have deci- 
ded it would be helpful to 
give a brief explanation of 
some of the elements of 
analysis to keep in mind to un- 
derstand the present crisis of 
the world capitalist system, 
centering our attention on its 
origin, its characteristics and 
the alternatives that the im- 
perialist bourgeoisie are push- 
ing now. 

ORIGIN OF THE CRISIS 

The present economic 
crisis of the world capitalist 
system must be understood, 
like every cyclical crisis of the 
system, as a crisis of over-pro- 
duction. It isa product of the 
very contradictions that are 
created by the development of 
the capitalist system, which 
needs to expand continuously 
in a market that is increasingly 
saturated and almost complete 
ly divided up. In this sense, 
we must understand the pro- 
blem as the deterioration of 
the pattern of reproduction 
and circulation of capital de- 


veloped in the last 30 years. 


This exhaustion of the pat- 
tern has been produced on the 
basis of the restriction of the 
benefits derived by capital and 
will be felt in a reduction of 
the levels of investment by the 
capitalists who, since they do 
not see profitable prospects 
for investment, decide to re- 
orient their investments to 
other, nomindustrial economic 
arenas or into financial specu- 
lation. The break in the rising 
rhythm of returns result from 
the combination of two fac- 
tors: certain rising costs of pro- 
duction and limited demand. 
This latter factor impacts 
precisely on the extraction of 
surplus value by the bour- 
geoisie, without which it can 
not circulate and reproduce 
capital. 

Generally we hear the the- 
orists and ideologues of capital 
insist that one of the causes of 
the closing of the factories is 
the high salaries the workers 
receive. These salaries influence 
the rise of prices, holding back 
the sale of goods and also 
bring the loss of return on 
capital. But this is not true. 
In actuality, it is precisely 
the hunger for profits and 
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the power of the huge mono- 
polies, which bring the rise of 
prices in the search for greater 
profits, and also bring a drop in 
demand. 

This does not depend on 
the wages of the workers, 
which are always low. The 
increase in the costs of produc- 
tion that actually have an im- 
pact on the rates of profit are 
centered today in the utilization 
of returns on capital that are 
more expensive every day and 
quickly become obsolete - notin 
supposedly “high” wages. This 
excuse of high salaries is only 
being used to try to freeze 
present salaries while they raise 
the prices of their goods and, 
if possible, develop sell-out 
unions that will agree with ca- 
pital in reducing salaries to 
permit extra profits for the 
bourgeoisie in these moments 
of crisis. : 

As a product of the eco- 
nomic contradictions, there is 
a drop in industrial production 
in the developed capitalist. na- 
tions. According to The Eco- 
nomist of Jan. 17, 1982, the 
decrease in productivity in the 
developed world for last year 
was 3 percent for the Federal 
Republic of Germany and 
France, 4 percent for Italy, 
2.5 percent for the U.S. and 


9.5. percent for Great Britain. 
Only Japan managed an in- 
crease of production of 2 per- 
cent, which is much lower 
than the rate they maintained 
in the 70’s, 
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE 
PRESENT ECONOMIC 
CRISIS oa . 
For the economists who 
are studying the present 
world capitalist crisis, there is 
a series of new phenomena 
that have not been seen in pre- 
vious crises. Most notable is 
the novel phenomenon of the 
closing of factories accompan- 
ied by rising inflation, which 
economists call “stagflation.” 
This lays to rest the Keynesian 
theory, which says all infla- 
tion corresponds to periods 
of demand and not to con- 
tradictions in the market. 
Another element is the ex- 
ternal indebtedness of govern- 
ments, who turn to financial 
lenders in the face of balance 
of payments deficits. In the 
international sphere this has 
been accompanied by the 
creation of new international 
financial centers by the Third 
World — in the Caribbean, for 
example, which serve to fi- 
nance new investments by 
the transnational corporations 
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in the periphery of capitalism, 
and also as a loan service for the 
governments. The growing 
role played by the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund in this 
second matter has increased 
importance. 

Other new phenomena 
are: structural changes experi- 
enced by industry in the devel- 
oped countries, as well as an 
economic rivalry between im- 
perialists, an unprecedented 
generalization of the crisis, and 
an international correlation of 
forces that is unfavorable to 
capitalism. All these latter ele- 
ments influence the develop- 
ment of the class struggle on 
the world level. 

Perhaps the most salient 
feature of the present crisis is 
the change within the struc- 
tures of production of the de- 
veloped countries. On one 
side, older branches of pro- 
ductive activity, called “dy- 
namic”? because they pull be- 
hind them the rest of the in- 
dustrial sector and because 
they serve as a base for the 
fuller economic development 
of the past 3 decades, are con- 
fronted with a profound crisis. 
Meanwhile, on the other hand, 
new industries appear which 
are highly technological but 


incapable of generating a new 
cycle of expansion. An exam- 
ple is the crisis being felt in 
the developed economies: 
automotive, steel, textiles, 
construction, etc. 

Among the new dynamic 
branches of productive acti- 


vity the most outstanding are 


the ones that are related to the 
present “technological revolu- 
tion, the third such revolu- 
tion in the history of capital- 
ism. This technological revolu- 
tion is developing principally in 
the industries such as electro- 
nics, information, aerospacc, 
nuclear energy (new energy 

sources), biotechnology, ex-. 
ploitation of the oceans, etc. 
They were born and are de- 
veloping in the function of the 
necessities of reproduction 
and accumulation of capital. 
Thus we can say that the in- 
dustrial reconstruction exper- 
ienced today by the developed 
economics originates in the 
search for new sources of ex- 
ploitation and extraction of 
surplus value, which are need- 
ed by capital to get out of the 
crisis. 


However, this new tech- 
nology,that still has not been 
able to pull capitalism out of 
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the crisis, has contributed in 
passing to worsening the pro- 
blems suffered by these econo- 
mies in overcoming new ob- 
stacles. Thus we see an increase 
in the rate of unemployment 
(some 17 million in 1978 
for the developing countries.) 
At the same time, there is a 
progressive decline in the rate 
of profits, generally a product 
of the rise of production costs 
(high prices of the new tech- 


nology.) What this means is 


an intensification in terms of 
concentration and centraliza- 
-tion of capital. For example, 
note that in the U.S., some 50 
financial institutions presently 
control more than 15 percent 
of the capital of the 38 main 
energy firms. 

On the other hand, the 
technological revolution has 
provoked a considerable expan- 
sion in the non-productive 
sphere of the economy (for 
example, information), where 
the proletariat consequently 
loses social weight. 

In regard to inter-imperial- 


ist rivalry, it is important to 


note that although Yanki 
hegemony within the system is 
being questioned in economic 
terms (productivity, ` com- 
merce, etc.) that does not 


equal a similar effect in the 
political-military arena. The 
U.S. now, despite the deep 
crisis in its economy, remains 
the basic politico-military van- 
guard of imperialism and reac- 
tion internationally. It is this 
reality that impedes a present 
solution to the crisis via an 
inter-imperialist war, as in the 
past, when some weak econo- 
mies in crisis joined to confront 
other strong economies in full 
expansion. Today, since every- 
one is subjected to the econo- 
mic crisis, they all need to 
unite efforts to confront a 
world order in which a full 
scale war could mean the end 
of capitalism. Thus, in actual- 
ity, the inter-imperialist rivalry 
has its limits. This is the basis 
for the creation of the Tri- 
lateral Commission as an ef- 
fort to better coordinate their 
policies. | 
Another important char- 
acteristic of the crisis is the 
depth to which it has been 
generally spread through the 
entire capitalist system. This 
is a result of the high levels 
of integration achieved by cap- 


italism in the recent decades. 


Commercial rivalries, rapid ob- 
solescence of technology, the 


need to conquer new markets, 
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néw ways to extract profits 
in the underdeveloped coun- 
tries, the low salaries in those 
countries, etc., were all factors 
that pushed big capital in the 
imperialist countries to extend 
manufacturing industry into 
regions that were previously 
reserved for the production of 
food and raw materials. Thus 
they created a more integrated 
system, more fully subjected 
to the demands of reproduc- 
tion of imperialist capital and 
completely directed by trans- 
national capital, which auto- 
matically renders impossible 
any autonomous capitalist de- 
velopment in the periphery. 

The industrialization of 
the Third World creates not 
just a more complicated inter- 
national division of labor, but 
also it accentuates the spread 
of capitalist relations of pro- 
duction on a world level, 
more rapidly eliminating any 
economic formations that are 
just formally ruled by capital- 
ism and therefore promoting 
the development of the bour- 
geoisie- and the proletariat. 
This brings the capital/labor 
contradiction to the order of 
the day, in the necessity for 
socialist revolution. 

As the last innovating as- 


pect, for the first time in the 
history of capitalism, we have 
a crisis occurring under a cor- 
relation of international forces 
that is unfavorable for capital- 
ism. The advance of socialist 
forces today allows for a re- 
duction of the capitalist area 
and permits the presentation 
of a more vigorous opposition 
to imperialism (both quantita- 
tively and qualitatively) than 
in the past. One of the ele- 
ments that also contributes to 
this fact has been the develop- 
ment of revolutionary move- 
ments, supported by the work- 
ing classes in their countries, 
which call for a radicalization 
of the national liberation move- 
ments that often means the vic- 
tory of socialism in the capital- 
ist periphery (eg., China, Korea, 
Viet Nam, Angola, Granada, 
etc.) Another element that 
impacts the situation is the 
military power achieved by 
the USSR and the countries 
of Eastern Furope in recent 
years. 


We realize that these ele- 
ments are not the only ones 
presented by the present eco- 
nomic crisis, but they are the 
Most significant. 
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The Bourgeois Solution to the 
Crisis 


In the face of these inter- 
national e€conomic-political 
contradictions, the question 
remains, what Strategy do the 
big monopoly capitalists put 
forward to pull the world cap- 
italist system out of the 
crisis? As we have seen a 
series of options are a prion 
impossible. We refer to the 
possibility of inter-imperialist 
wars, the typical bourgeois 


solution to past crises, which 


now, however, could spell the 
end of capitalism. Also we 
have made clear that even 
though capitalism is now un- 
dergoing a revolution in tech- 
nology, this in itself is still 
not able to generate a new 
cycle of expansion for capital. 
Neither option, inter-imperial- 
ist war nor the technological 
revolution, affords a bourgeois 
solution for the present crisis. 

Nevertheless, international] 
imperialism and its vanguard, 
the U.S., have a Project for 
the present. The political 
economy they have chosen, 
clearly articulated by the 
Reagan administration. — js 
marked by a conservative 
vision of a “German”’ type of 


trajectory ;that is, to modernize 
the capitalist structure by us- 
ing as a central motive force 
the war industry, mainly the 
yanki industry. By encourag- 
ing this branch of the economy 
they hope to enlarge the 
development of the new tech- 
nological industries (electron- 
ics, nuclear, etc.) and from 
there provide a gigantic arsenal 
of the most modern arms 
that can be used with the pos: 
sibility of victory — capable 
of confronting possible attack 
from the socialist camp. 


This is something that is 
now extremely difficult. Now 
the rearming of Japan and the 
massive deployment of nuclear 
arms among the allied Euro- 
pean nations are part of this 
strategy. 

But meanwhile, imperial- 
ism must confront other pro- 
blems. The move to increase 
arms and get out of the crisis 
by promoting war industries 
and. technology must take 
place in a time and space that 
is full of disturbances and 
internationally unfavorable. It 
is not exactly a.secret.that the 


recession of 1974-75 was pre-. 


ceded by the triumph of the 
Vietnamese. revolution. And 
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in recent years, the victorious 
revolutions by Third World 
peoples and movements have 
increased. 

Moreover, in a highly in- 
tegrated system the crisis has 
shaken every corner of the 


capitalist world, giving rise to - 


problems and to the class 
struggle as a result. This has 
meant that a priority of im- 
perialism now is to confront 
the popular and class move- 
ments in the periphery. Im- 
perialist strategy has been 
carrying this out by install- 
ing puppet and dictatorial 
governments, mainly directed 
towards repression and annihil- 
ation of the working people 
in struggle. Even if imperial- 
ism cannot confront the mili- 
tary potential of the socialist 
camp, it seems to have decided 
to conserve its area of dom- 
ination by all means, including 
the practice of regional wars in 
zones of conflict like Central 
America, the Mid-East, etc. 
The creation of rapid deploy- 
ment (intervention) forces is 
part of this plan. 

Imperialism also needs to 
raise the percent of profit 
of capital in order to keep 
their economies running, but 
how can they accomplish this? 


Up to now the Strategy has 
been to make the working 
class, already subjected to a 
status of superexploitation, 
bear the costs of the crisis. 
The economic policies elabor- 
ated by Milton Friedman and 
the Chicago School, now being 
followed by the military gov- 
ernment of the southern cone, 
as well as the economic policies 
that move the International 
Monetary Fund, are aimed to- 
ward this end. The austerity 
policy by Reagan, as well as 
for the puppet governments of 
the entire capitalist world (in- 
cluding Puerto Rico) now 
pursuc the same end: all work- 
ers must reduce their income 
even more, while the bour- 
geoisie accumulates extraordi- 
nary protits. 

This is why we can state 
that international imperialism 
and their vanguard, the U.S., 
are proposing to develop a 
Strategy of economic “ take 
off” to overcome the crisis 
through a policy of war, that 
could well result in the Third 
World War, as well as through 
superexploitation of the work- 
ing class and the rest of the 
workers. The socialist organ- 
izations have it within their 
grasp to take advantage of this 
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favorable situation to move 
forward with a revolutionary 
practice and offer the Puerto 
Rican working people an alter- 
native like the one being 
built by the revolutionary 
Central American movements 
now. A practice that aims to 
accelerate the process towards 


the seizure of power by the 
working class and the im- 
mediate construction of social- 
ism as the only solution for 
its problems. To deviate from 
this tactic would contribute to 
the strategy of imperialism, 
whose need is precisely to gain 
more time. 
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ON REVOLUTIONARY 


MORALS 


The following are excerpts 
of a speech given by comrade 
José Elias Lopez, National Co- 
ordinator of the Movimiento 
de Liberación Nacional, 
M.L.N., before the 1st National 
Conference of the John Brown 
Anti-Klan Committee (North 
American anti-imperialist 
movement in solidarity with 
the New Afrikan struggle) on 
July 4, 1982. Due to limita- 
tions of space, we have selec- 
ted the statements which best 
express the theme of Revolu- 
tionary Morals and Character 


Introduction 


Let me, first of all, take 
this opportunity to welcome 
you here to our Center- the 
Puerto Rican Cultural Center. 
I know it’s a bit uncomforta- 
ble (we thought we would be 
able to provide more chairs 
but I think as time goes by to- 
day it will probably be more 
comfortable, not less.) One of 
the things that I want to dis- 
cuss, in terms of this Confe- 





CHARACTER 


rence and which I tried to 
touch on in Friday night’s pre- 
sentation is the need for us, 
particularly Third World peo- 
ple, to build the kind of insti- 
tutions like this which are 
directly controlled by the 
community and which are to- 
tally dependent on the 
community. Because, one of 
the big problems we have had 
for too long is that even when 
the government does not have 
its hands in our institutions, 
the church, or private sectors, 
through their foundations, do. 
Therefore, we have tried to 
build this place on just what 
this community can provide 
for us. I say this as an 
introduction to what I want 
to talk about this’ morning 
and that is the question of 
revolutionary morality, which 
has as an essential component 
the faith in the ability of the 
masses to liberate themselves; 
this ranges from their creation 
and sustenance of community 
institutions like this, to the 
ultimate creation of a new 
society. 
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Communism Must Be A Way 
Of Life 


As Karl Marx began to 
analyze society, he began to 
see that just as you could 
study certain laws in nature 
and apply them to particular 
phenomena in nature, there 
existed certain laws that ope- 
rate in society, and so a so- 
ciety can be studied and dis- 
sected as well as anything in 
the world. Karl Marx wrote a 
book that caused the ruling 
classes of Europe to tremble. 
It is a short book called The 
Communist Manifesto. In that 
book he lays out in a brief, 
but very precise way what a 
communist should be. Doña 
Consuelo Corretjer, a woman 
whose work we honored by 
naming this child care center 
after her, a woman who is 79 
years old, and one of Puerto 
Rico’s great poets, presented a 
seminar onTheComunist Mani- 
festo which we have published 
in this little book entitled Dona 
Consuelo Speaks. She begins 
the seminar like this: ‘‘Not all 
Marxists are necessarily Com- 
munists, but every Communist 
is of necessity a Marxist.” 
These two sentences are impor- 
tant. What Dona Consuelo 


says here is that a Communist 
is more than just a mere Marx- 
ist, Communism, according 
to her, has to be a way of life, 
a style of life. It is not just 
that you know all of the Marx- 
ist rhetoric, or even in terms 
of revolutionary movements - 
that you can talk about revo- 
lutions and about national li- 
beration struggles and about all 
these things. No, it is more 
than that. It is more than even 
to be an actual practicing re- 
volutionary. We have the hor- 
rible experience of an Alfredo 
Mendez in our movement. 
But much worse - in the case 
of Nicaragua - is an Eden Pas- 
tora, the man who led and 
who highlighted the Nicara- 
guan revolution, who went in- 
to the government palace and 
held Managua practically hos- 
tage. This man, who called 
attention to the plight of the 
Nicaraguans against Somoza, 
today, is the greatest traitor 
that Nicaragua has ever known. 
Now, how is it possible, that 
he could become a traitor? 
How is it possible as comrade 
Ahmed said on Friday that the 
Black Liberation Movement 
has had to experience a number 
of informants who are turning 
over information to the state? 
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How is it possible that we could 
produce an Alfredo Mendez? 
And how is it possible that 
some in this very room will 
probably be in the. same 
category someday. 

What is it that is going to 
guarantee us that courage, but 
more than courage, the com- 
mitment to be able to with- 
stand practically everything 
and remain firm in our ideals 
and principles? I used the word 
courage and I did not want to. 
Because in our tradition, in the 
Puerto Rican tradition, which 
of course is a tradition that 
comes from Black Africa, a 
tradition that comes from the 
Tainos, and from the Spainards, 
courage 1s a very important 
part of our existence. 

The Nationalist Party of 
Puerto Rico under the greatest 
revolutionary that Puerto Rico 
has known in this century - 
Pedro Albizu Campos- stressed 
the great importance of cou- 
rage. But as you know cou- 
rage is not enough. For revo- 
lutionary character is what is 
important. Because character 
is something that we learn 
practically when we come into 
this world. It begins with our 
families; the world around us 
begins to mold our character. 
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That is what makes us differ- 
ent from anyone else. Yet, it 
is what makes us the same as 
everyone else. For us, in the 
Puerto Rican revolutionary 
movement, we stress the 
importance of character. 


The Personal Example And 
The Need To Entrench Our- 
selves In Our Communities: 
The Case Of The Young Lords 


I began my discussion to- 
day with saying that we needed 
to build more institutions like 
this. In the late 1960's, a 
movement grew out of the 
struggles of our community 
- the Young Lords Partv. The 
Young Lords Party was an or- 
ganization that transformed 
itself from a street gang into a 
political movement. They c- 
ven built institutions similar to 
this one. 

But there was an element 
in the Young Lords that was 
extremely negative. The 
Young Lords grew out of the 
experience of our communi- 
ties, but were very much influ- 
enced by the youth culture. 
There is nothing that has done 
greater damage to the Puerto 
Rican movement in this coun- 
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try than the youth culture 
movement; because it stressed 
a whole series of things which 
were counter to ourexperience. 
Families were torn asunder be- 
cause there was an idea that 
what you needed to build was 
a communal style of living. 

Well my friends, the fact is 
that you cannot change the 
superstructure of this society 
unless you are able to deal 
with the mode of production. 
Revolutions are brought 
about by changing the mode 
of production. And so, for us 
to start talking about commu- 
nistic systems in a capitalistic 
country is an error. This does 
not mean however, that we do 
not begin to put communist 
ideas into practice. The youth 
culture movement, a move- 
ment whose roots were in the 
bourgeoisie and in the petit 
bourgeois class, who were exis- 
tentialist in their perspective, 
turned against their parents 
and their institutions (which 
in a decadent society such as 
this, was probably positive 
anyway, at least they were not 
hypocrites as many of their 
parents were.) But the fact is 
that their ideas filtered into 
our communities. 

So in many ways, the 


Young Lords were doing posi- 
tive things, but doing them, in 
many ways, the wrong way. 
Let me tell you about the 
lesson we learned from our 
history. The Nationalist Party 
committed the error of openly 
building the Cadets of the Re- 
public. They marched down 
the streets of every town in 
Puerto Rico. But they were al- 


so identified everywhere by the 


enemy. When the 1950's re- 
pression occurred, 3,000 peo- 
ple were imprisoned because 
the enemy had identified the 
cadres of the Nationalist Party. 

The Young Lords did the 
same thing. They would 
march down the streets of Chi- 
cago and New York as a para- 
military formation. What were 
they doing? The were saying 
“these are our cadres”, identi- 
fying them openly. On the 
other hand, alienating the 
community of which they were 
a part, because the mass work 
was not done for the people to 
understand that what they 
needed to build were self-de- 
fense units. But, self-defense 
units can not come out of the 
clear blue sky. They cannot 
come down as mana from hea- 
ven. They come from our 
practice and from our struggle - 
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the objective and subjective 
conditions must exist in order 
to do that. Otherwise, we 
commit political suicide. Be- 
cause we turn over the best we 
have to the enemy. Just as thev 
become obvious to our people. 
you are also identifying the 
best you have to the enemy. 
That is why when you talk 
about a clandestine mentality. 
and clandestine formations, 
you are talking about a totally 
new conception of organiza- 
tion in which you do not 
expose the best you have to 
your friends or your enemy. 
As one of the chiefs of security 
of the Bolshevik Party once 
said “Do not let your friends 
know what you do not want 
your enemy to know.” What I 
want to establish in terms of 
the Young Lords is that they 
did not root themselves in the 
community. They became in 
many ways alien to the com- 
munity. Even though they did 
good work, that work was not 
producing to the extent. that 
the community could identify 
with them. The way they 
dressed, the way they present- 
ed themselves, their very 


existence was alien to the pro- 
cess and the style of the com- 
munity. 


When the re- 





pression came down, the 
enemy could identify them and 
put them away or destroy 
them, harass them, turn them 
into cynics. And, that was the 
end of the Young Lords. 


We Emphasize The Importance 
Of Personal Discipline, The 
Importance Of The Patience 
That Emanates From The Faith 
In The Masses’ Ability To 
Transform Themselves, And 
The Importance Of Entrench- 
ing Ourselves In This Commu- 
nity 


I do not want to compare 
our experience to that of the 
Young Lords, but I want to 
say that we have been strug- 
gling in Chicago for many 
many years and the Movi- 
miento de Liberación Nacional 
(MLN) as an organization has 
been struggling across this 
country since 1977; in spite 
of the repression, the harass- 
ment, and the terrorism that 
we have experienced. We are 
still around and this Center is 
still around. The Center’s 
records have been subpoenaed 
by two grand juries, the 
Environmental Protection A- 
gency has us in court, the 
municipal government has us 
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in court, every probable part 
of the judicial process has 
been involved in trying to 
close this center. But do you 
know what? They have not 
been able to do it. The reason, 
I believe, is because we empha- 
size a series of things. We em- 
phasize the importance of dis- 
cipline, the importance of 
patience, the importance of 
being so ingrained in this 
community, that we can walk 
down the streets of this com- 
munity by ourselves and know 
that the enemy would be hard- 
pressed to attack us. We can 
walk through this community, 
which has the largest concen- 
tration of gangs in the city of 
Chicago, and we are confident 
that those gangs are not going 
to do anything to us. That is 
how confident we are of 
what we have. You can see 
gang graffiti all around here. 
but you will not see it on our 
walls. And you will not see 
any on our murals. Our stu- 
dents have painted murals all 
over this community. The 
people respect us because this 
is a part of them. This is theirs. 
This is ours. This is so because 
of the importance that we at- 
tach to revolutionary morals. 
We can talk about morals, 


and people do not like to 
talk about morality, particu- 
larly those who experienced 
the youth culture, because 
somehow that 
thinking. No, my friends, 
the problem is you have not 
analy zéd society. Just as there 
is a bourgeois morality which 
is decadent, there is a prole- 
tarian morality and all societies 
have it even the settler state. 
There would not have been a 
John Brown if that were not 
so. You would not have had 
a revolutionary movement 
that created a May 1st in the 
world if you had not had re- 
volutionary morals, or an 
Albert Parson and the people 
who died as martyrs at Hay- 
market. Everything in 
society exists on two levels. 
We have the coexistence in 
many ways of two distinct: 


cultures, two distinct ways of | 


life, 


The Bourgeois Capitalist State 
Is The Most Advanced System 
That We Have Ever Known, 
Because It’s Class, The Ruling 
Class Is The First Hegemonistic 
Society In History 


The problem has been 
that we do not understand the 


is bourgeois | 
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state, we talk a great deal of 
hogwash about the state and 
revolution, but my friends, un- 
less you have a concept of 
what the state really is, you are 
not a revolutionary. The state, 
if we look at the history of hu- 
manity, has evolved just like 


human beings have evolved. 


The capitalist bourgeois state 
is the most sophisticated sys- 
tem that we have known to 
date, because it is the bourgeoi- 
sie that is the first hegemonistic 
class in history. 


The fuedal lords 
were not hegemonist. They 
did not want to include the 
serfs in their culture and their 
way of life. The masters of 
ancient civilization were not 
hegemonist, they did not want 
to include the slaves in their 
system, but the capitalists are. 
Wherever these modes of pro- 
duction prevailed the same is 
true - and they have existed 
everywhere. The mistake we 
often make is to think about 
these capitalist systems as 
somehow a phenomemon of 
Europe. In 1450 for example, 
my friends, if we transplanted 
ourselves way back to the 
city of Calcutta, to the city of 





Quilamare or Kilwa in Africa, 
if we transported ourselves to 
Timbuktu or back to Canton 
or Tenochtitlan, we would 
find that between 1450 and 
1492 the same phenomenon 
was taking place everywhere 


in the world and an emerging 


merchant class was noticeable. 
Read some of the works of 
Walter Rodney who wrote 
How Europe Underdeveloped 
Africa, and. if you read Walter 
Rodney you will realize that 
in Africa there was an incipient 
capitalism just as there was an 
incipient capitalism in Genoa 
and Venice. If we look closer 
there was equal development 
and, perhaps, inequal develop- 
ment because in Africa or parts 
of Africa, Asia and even in the 
Americas, capitalism was more 
developed than in Europe. It 
was the gold and the silver of 
the Americas that allowed the 
ruling class and the lords of 
Europe to wage war. On the 
one hand, to expand their 
commerce, and, on the other, 
to build a slavery system in 
the United States and in the 
Americas that guaranteed Eur- 
ope’s ascendence and the des- 
cent of the rest of the world. 
The development of Europe 
and the underdevelopment of 
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the rest of the world. So capi- 
talism is not a phenomenon of 
Europe, it is a phenomenon of 
human development. 

The problem is that Africa 
and Asia and America were not 
allowed to develop by the 
Europeans, and their develop- 
ment was curtailed. We are 
familiar with what happened 
thereafter, particularly, as ca- 
pitalism becomes ascendent, as 
industrial Europe begins to 
control the world. Industrial 
Europe was built from the 
sweat and blood of the African 
people who were brought to 
the New World to create the 
plantation system, which was 
the precursor to the modern 
factory system. 

And, so if we look at his- 
tory and understand this, we 
also understand that the Euro- 
pean capitalists had the leisure 
time, because of the superex- 
ploitation of the rest of the 
world, to not only establish 
themselves for as Karl Marx 
said the bourgeoisie must nes- 
tle everywhere, it must settle 
everywhere; but also to impose 
their ways upon those that it 
conquered. To the extent that 
a particular area became capi- 
talist, to that extent it would 
identify with capitalism. 


The bourgeoisie becomes the 
first class in history which is 
totally hegemonistic. And so 
my friends, we look at the 
world, as capitalists, all of us 
in this room do. We still have 
the vision of the bourgeoisie. 
The very schools and institu- 
tions that trained us were built 
to be metaphysical and so our 
whole perspective of the world 
is metaphysical. 


The Importance Of The Per- 

sonal Example: The Case Of 

Malcolm X, Judy Clark, Haydee 
Torres and Lolita Lebron 


The way the youth culture 
revolted in the 1960’s was by 
turning to a deviation of bour- 
geois culture - existentialism; 
and to deny the importance of 
historical materialism, to deny 
the importance of developing 
a scientific view of society, to 
be essentially reformists. Well, 
sometimes, I think the old 
Communist Party was much 
more revolutionary than some 
of these so called “new” left- 
ists. However, it is important 
that as we look around us that 
we do not see ourselves as ex- 
ceptional. Weare not. Just as 
we have reached this level, lots 
of other people can reach this 
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level also. But, we do it and 
we teach not only by the 
things that we think, and the 
work that we do, but how we 
live, my friends. How we live, 
and teach by example. There 
is no better way to teach peo- 
ple than by example. Human 
beings are very much people 
who see and feel, we are deter- 
mined in many ways by our 
senses and so examples become 
important. That is why when 
you look atapicture of Malcolm 
X you look at aman who repre- 
sents dignity, who represents 
virtue, who represents the best 
of the Black Nation. This man 
did not go donning military 
clothing and looking like some 
sort of wierdo in the Black 
community. Malcolm X knew 
the way he carried himself in- 
spired people to follow him 
because he was a symbol of 
the best there was and in his 
own person he symbolized 
that, he exemplified that. It is 
not the same thing that I could 
say of an Eldridge Cleaver, and 
by the way you can see for 
example, if you read the Au- 
tobiography of Malcolm X, 
the struggles that he went 
through to overcome a great 
deal of contradictions. I have 
much more respect for a man 





like that; a man who had to 
struggle with a lot of things 
because there are a lot of things 
that pull on our people. There 
are drugs and there are all sorts 
of social decadence in the so- 
ciety that pulls, and yet, he 
was able to ride against the 
waves and he was able to talk 
to the Black masses and the 
Black masses understood. That 
is why Malcolm X had to be 
eliminated. 

Of course, we can find cer- 
tain errors that Malcolm made, 
but those are not as important 
as what Malcolm X did. The 
same thing could be said of 
John Brown, or of a Judy Clark 
I met Judy, a few years ago 
and when I met her there was 
a certain aura about her that 
carried her through and you 
could almost sense the kind of 
person she was, the kind of 
person she is. You could res- 
pect her just by looking at her. 
That is extremely important 
and that is why her character 
can make her so firm. That is 
why it can carry her against all 
sorts of things. There is no- 
thing that can be done against 
her or to her. You take an 
Haydee Torres, a little woman, 
95 pounds, who can mesmerize 
a New York courtroom and 
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control it completely. It took 
6 policemen more than nine 
hours to take a hair sample 
from her. You have a Lolita 
Lebron, a woman who has 
suffered so many personal tra- 
gedies. Her nine year old child 
was drowned while she was on 
trial, and she was not told un- 
til two weeks later, when they 
thought that they would be a- 
ble to break her. Lolita Lebron 
remained firm, and there was 
not a dent in her, and people 
stated that she was a woman 
without feelings. But she has 
tremendous feelings, she has 
character. She knew what the 
enemy was after, and that 
knowledge did not allow her 
to break down. 

I can tell you stories of so 
many Puerto Rican women, 
just as there are so many New 
Afrikan women who have lived 
the same, perhaps sometimes 
worse experiences. And yet, 
they have remained firm. They 
have not deviated from the 
path that they were given, and 
they because of their example, 
have shed a light for people to 
follow. | 

It is extremely important 
that we understand that there 
is a revolutionary moral, just 
as there is a bourgeois moral 


and that we are infested by | 


bourgeois morality and bour- 
geois thinking. It is im- 
portant for us to seek out 
what is the best from the bour- 
geoisie. Let me tell you 
you may think that this is a 


settler state, and we must des- | 
troy the very principle on | 


which this country was built, 
which is federalism. But you 
as white North Americans, 
you have a role to play in your 
communities, just as we have a 
role to play inourcommunities. 
You do us no good by coming 
into our communities and or- 
ganizing people and organizing 


rallies and organizing marches | 


and giving out ‘titerature. You 
do good to struggle with white 
people in their own communi- 


ties and take the best that there ! 


is and transform it. 


Lenin gave a speech, a very 
famous speech, to the commu- 
nist youth and he told them, 
“Take the best of what there 
is in capitalist culture.” Why 


is that? Because capitalist cul- — 


ture was the highest develop- 
ment: that humanity had 
reached up to that time. 
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Before Building New Socie- 

ties, We Must Begin To Build 

In Everyone Here, The New 
Woman and The New Man 


We are entering that stage, 
the beginning stages of socia- 
lism. Anybody who tells me 
that somehow Russia or China 
have entered a total stage of 
socialism is completely in error. 
On the other hand, they are go- 
ing through a socialist phase, 
because socialism is incipient at 
this point. These people are 
going to make tremendous 
errors, the Vietnamese have 
made tremendous errors, the 
Russians have made tremen- 
dous errors, and the Cubans 
have made tremendous errors, 
but we learn from these errors. 
We are privileged to learn from 
those errors so we can build 
things at a better and higher 
level. But they, unfortunately 
due to their underdevelopment 
have had to pass through the 
experience which we will not 
have to pass, because as hu- 
man beings we can take things 
and almost skip certain stages, 
by learning from advances and 
errors. And so, if we do this 
we will be able to build new 
societies qualitatively different. 
But before you build new so- 





cieties, you must begin to build 
in each and every one of us 
here the new man and the new 
woman. 

That is the challenge that 
Che Guevara gave to the Cuban 
society, and to all Latin Ame- 
rica. That is the challenge that 
Roberto Santucho in this little 
book, Notes on Revolutionary 
Morals gave to all of us. That 
is the call that Consuelo Lee 
Corretjer makes here in her se- 
minar on the Communist Ma- 
nifesto. That is the challenge 
that is before you, to begin to 
build in each and every one of 
us anew man and anew woman 
based upon an understanding 
of what it means to be a revo- 
lutionary, and that the most 
important part of us is our 
character. l 
We are going to deviate some- 
times, we are going to make 
errors. But our character, the 
persons we are, will make sure 
that we go on the right path. 
One of the problems that has 
characterized much of the 
white left in this country has 
been cynicism and cynicism 
comes out of petty bourgeois 
individualism, because we don’t 
have faith in the abilities of 
people to transform their lives, 
and so we look and we say “oh, 
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there is no socialist experience 
in the world. Why should we 
struggle for socialism?” In 
France, for example, many of 
the young men and women 
who participated in the 1968 
student uprising have begun to 
talk about a philosophy which 
is based on neither Jesus, nor 
Marx, and they have begun to 
develop some sort of “new” 
ideology. There is no new 
ideology in the world. There 
is nothing to choose between a 
historical dialectical materialist 
view of history and a meta- 
physical view of history. 

If we are materialists, we know 
where we are going. For we 
do not see things as “fixed” 
objects, but see them in mo- 
tion. Nothing is ever finished, 
it is always the end of one pro- 
cess and the beginning of an- 
other process, always changing 
and developing. That is why 


we are certain of the transfor- 
mation of capitalism into so- 
cialism and that is why we 
have faith in our cause and in 
the people, and surely some- 
times we may even be alone, 
and let me give you the exam- 
ple of Juan Antonio Corretjer. 
In the 1950’s, he and his wife 
would go to the town of Jayu- 
ya in Puerto Rico and he would 
go there to render homage to 
the martyrs buried there; and 
they would bring the floral 
bouquets to the graves, - and 
it would be just the two of 
them. Today the celebration 
of Jayuya is becoming a day 
for every independentista to 
remember. They blazed the 
trail for us and that is what 
you have been called to do in 
this conference here, to blaze 
the trails for what a true anti- 
imperialist movement should 
be in this country. 
Thank you. 
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GRAND JURY 
AND 
REPRESSION 


The following is a speech 
given by Julio Rosado, North- 
east Co-ordinator of the Mo- 
vimiento de Liberacion Na- 
cional, M.L.N., on the occa- 
sion of a unitary event held 
in New York City on August 

28, 1982. 
I. BACKGROUND: 


Beginning 


armed struggle for the in- 


dependence and socialism of 


our homeland, Puerto Rico. 
took a new direction 


with the emergence of the Fuer- 


zas Armadas de Liberación 
Nacional, F.A.L.N. As the 
police would accurately state 
on October 27th of that 
year, the independentist 
struggle had “turned the cor- 
ner” in a qualitative form. 

It was at this time in 
Washington that the new rep- 
resive plans including the 
Federal Grand Jury, were 
put into action. We should 
remember that up until that 
time, the North American 
government had tried to 
threaten the independentists 





in 1974, the 


With bombings’ and shootings, 
More than 250 bombs had 
been launched against inde- 
pendentists’ property and a 
dozen patriots injured in shoot- 
ings, all in a futile attempt 
to detain the advance of the 
independence of our homeland. 

However, the F.A.L.N. 
threatened to put this poli- 
cy of intimidation in check, 
because for the first time 
since the disappearance of the 
Comandos Armados de Li- 
beración Nacional, C.A.L. 
(Armed Commandos of Na- 
tional Liberation) and the 
Movimiento de Independencia 


Revolucionario en Armas, 
M.I..R.A. (Armed Revolutio- 
nary Independence Move- 


ment), there existed a clan- 
destine movement capable of 
responding to the enemy’s 
attacks. This was proven in 
1975 when, in response to a 
vicious C.I.A. attack against a 
labor meeting in Mayagiiez 
that resulted in the death of 
two young independentists 
and wounded seven others, 
including a 7 year old child, 
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the F.A.L.N. attacked the 
exclusive Wall St. executive 
club, the famous Fraunces 
Tavern/Anglers Club. 
Wall St. bank officials were 
killed, while 12 others were in- 
jured. We know this to beafact 
regardless of the official re- 
ports of more than 53 persons 
injured, including a dozen 
workers. The exactness of the 
action is well worth mention- 
ing because we can state 
emphatically that not even 
one cook or busboy was even 
slightly injured. 

With the exception of rep- 
resive periodic death inquests, 
including that of Angel Ro- 
driguez Cristóbal that evoked 
the same response as in 
Fraunces Tavern, only against 
different objectives in each in- 
stance, the Grand Jury is 
converted into the soul of 
anti-independentist repression 
and forms part ofasophisticated 
plan that not only involves the 
issue of repression, but also 
entails other manifestations 
and broad purposes within 
the enemy strategy. 

If the armed struggle is a 
consequence of the new re- 
presive offensive, it is today, 
not the only reason., There 
also exists the yanqui im- 
perialist plan to transform 
our nation into a mercantile 
distribution center, military 


Four | 


operations base and a source 
of mineral and petroleum ex- 
traction, that presupposes the 
destruction of the indepen- 
dence movement in stages. 


WHAT IS THE YANQUI 
STRATEGY? 


The North American go- 
vernment’s repressive econo- 
mic policy:in Puerto Rico has 
as its purpose the disarmament 
of the militant workers, pla- 
cing the workers on the 
economic offensive. What is 
certain is that today in Puerto 
Rico, the workers and their 
unions are increasingly worried 
about the problems of employ- 
ment and unemployment and 
not with strikers’ offensives, 
much less with the status 
question or socialist projects. 
This does not mean that the 
clandestine organizations are 
not advancing organizationally 
within those sectors, or that 
the indepencence movement 
has not continued to gain in- 
fluence, but that the mili- 
tancy has grown in direct 
proportion to the national 
economic crisis in Puerto 
Rico, which is a product 
of the economic repression 
against the working class in 
the capitalist countries and the 
structural and cyclical inter- 
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nal crisis. 
According to the Novem- 
ber 1973 Report entitled 


Career, Education and Employ- 
ment Opportunities published 
by the then governor Rafael 
Hernandez Colon which forms 
part of the yanqui strategy 
in Puerto Rico, the Reagan 
Caribbean Plan envisions a do- 
cile Puerto Rican working 
class that can easily be con- 
vinced that the excavation 
of the island’s mineral res- 
ources will benefit the workers 
by providing employment. The 
Reagan plan requires that the 
Puerto Rican people lend 
themselves to a new plan 
of population control which 
includes the accelerated ste- 
rilization of 40 per cent of 
Puerto Rican women and 
25 per cent of the men and 
the old emigration plan which 
would dislocate more than 
8,000 Puerto Rican people per 
year, preferablyto uninhabited 
areas of the American conti- 
nent. 

Sterilization, emigration 
and the mining of our non-re- 
newable resources and the lo- 
gistic infrastructure of roads, 
dams, and ports necessary for 
this mining, are already in full 
development. 

It is worth mentioning 
that the mining of our natural 


resources would be disastrous 
to the Puerto Rican popula- 
tion, given the fact that our 
waters and ecology would be 
affected to such a degree that 
large areas of Puerto Rico 
would be uninhabitable. 

_ In addition, the yankees’ 
plan to establish 12 industrial 
areas (so-called industrial 
parks) of immense proportion 
under the so-called 2020 Plan, 
that would totally transform 
Puerto Rico into areas where 
the population is exclusively 
tied to the economic needs 
required for the operation of 
these industrial parks. 

If we consider all these 
tacts, by the year 2020, Puer- 
to Rico would resemble some- 
thing like this: 


The Puerto Rican popula- 
tion would consist of those 
persons whose labor is re- 
quired for the operation of the 
12 industrial parks. All the 
inhabitants would serve a pur- 
pose relative to the United 
States’ commercial activity 
in the Caribbean and Central 
America. A limited number 
of workers involved with the 
mining industry would be 
found in the interior of the is- 
land, and nothing more. Puer- 
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to Rico would be a gigantic 
factory at the disposal of Yan- 
kee commerce. The rest of 
the population would be re- 
located somewhere outside of 
Puerto Rico. 

On the other hand, all this 
production would require mili- 
tary defense, and of course, 
the exportation policy would 
need military offensive capa- 
bility, which in turn would ne- 
cessitate Yankee military 
growth in Puerto Rico. 

Due to the fact that this 
project would not have a 
chance of functioning, for ob- 
vious reasons, in an indepen- 
dent Puerto Rico, nor under 
Statehood, given the environ- 
mental protection laws to 
which Puerto Rico would be 
subjected under the internal 
political and economic laws of 
the empire, the yankees need 
to prolong and reinforce the 
Free Associated State as the 
only vehicle of exploitation. 
By doing so, they would 
assure that things continue 
under the laws of the political 
status quo for an indefinite 
period of time. 

This is why we state that 
any political move that helps 
fortify the Free Associated 
State is a contribution to na- 


tional genocide and against 
independence. The same 
holds true for the alliance with 
the Popular Democratic Party 


proposed by some sectors of: 


the independence movement. 


Il. - THE GRAND JURY: | 
FIRST STAGE OF THE 2020 | 


PLAN 


The Grand Jury is the first | 
‘repressive project of the 2020 


Plan. If it is specifically gear- 
ed towards the destruction of 
the armed struggle in order to 
disarm, neutralize, and destroy 
the patriotic movement, then 
it is also geared towards the 
acquisition of large quantities 
of information (intelligence) 
concerning the strength, weak- 
nesses, numbers, cadres, 
psychology and character of 
its leaders and intermediate 
cadres, and last but not least, 


the imprisonment of the lead- 
ers and cadres involved in the 


organizational and programa- 
tic tasks of the independence 
movement. 

It is well worth pointing 
out then, just how the Grand 
Jury manifests itself. 

This body composed of 23 
citizens (almost all of whom 
are usually government em- 
ployees) ignorant of the com- 
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plexities of the laws and rights, 
alien to the concepts of repres- 
sion and political struggle, are 
cited by a judge at the request 
of the State’s Attorney, who 
in turn works closely with the 
intelligence and repression 
branch of the U.S. Justice De- 
partment, the F.B.I. In the 
end, the jury, judge, State’s At- 
torney, and the F.B.I., are all 
part of the yankee judicial 
machinery. 

The Grand Jury is used as 
a legal means of disguising re- 
pression. It permits the State’s 
Attorney, under the direction 
of the F.B.I., to subpoena in- 
dependentists and other revo- 
lutionaries before this body to 
answer any questions that the 
F.B.I. may feel like asking 
concerning their personal lives, 
their independentist acquaint- 
ances, and pro-independence 
organizations. If he or she re- 
fuses to answer these ques- 
tions, the same law that esta- 
blished the Grand Jury, dic- 
tates that they be automatical- 
ly imprisoned for 18 to 36 
months for refusing to testify 
or provide physical evidence 
such as fingerprints, hair, voice, 
and even fecal samples. Others 
who will speak here today will 


give more details concerning 





this. 

During the course of the 
investigation, the F.B.1., com- 
plete with blank subpeonas in 
their pockets, attempt to in- 
terview hundreds of indepen- 
dentists and their friends. In 
many cases, through our igno- 
rance we permit them to enter 
our homes and interview us, ei- 
ther because we know we have 
nothing to hide, or we feel it is 
tactically correct to co-operate, 
so that they will leave us alone, 
as in the case of the Puerto Ri- 
can attorney, Jorge Farinacci. 

The reason is irrelevant. 
Anything we say to the F.B.I. 
can be used against someone, 
including ourselves, and Farin- 
acci himself can affirm this, 
because they formulated 
charges against him after his 
collaboration. 

This is how intelligence is 
gathered. The F.B.J.’s morale 
is Maintained high and they 
continue the repressive investi- 
gation until they reach their 
objectives, which as I have 
stated, are the destruction of 
the armed organizations and 
finally the destruction of our 
very homeland. 

The Movimiento de Liber- 
acion Nacional, M.L.N. devel- 
oped a program of resistance 
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and non-collaboration in 1977 
that resulted in the imprison- 
ment of nine of our members. 
The informant and traitor, Al- 
fredo Mendez, who at one 
point was a prisoner of war, 
provided the F.B.I. with the 
impetus to subpoena five of us 
again in 1981, to see if Men- 
dez had created panic within 
the movement. In our state- 
ment to the court, which I was 
chosen to read, we stated that 
if they had killed traitors dur- 
ing the bourgeois revolution of 
1776, then the Puerto Rican 
people, also had the same right, 
and if we collaborated, this 
would be a form of treason 
and our people had the right 
to take our lives. We stated 
that they could not demand 
from any Puerto Rican patriot 
the very things they con- 
demned in their own soldiers: 
collaboration with the enemy, 
that we wanted to live like 
their hero of 1776, Patrick 
Henry who chose death over 
colonialism, and that our 
Puerto Rican slogans were: 
INDEPENDENCE OR DEATH 
NO COLLABORATION! 
END THE REPRESSION! 
DEATH TO INFORMANTS 
AND TRAITORS! 
Companeros, I do not wish 
to end without making refer- 


ence to the valiant example of 
the Eleven Puerto Rican Pri- 
soners of War, Elizam Escobar, 
Dylcia Pagan, Carmen Valen- 
tin, Carlos Alberto Torres, 
Haydeé Torres, Alicia Rodri- 
guez, Ida Luz Rodriguez, Ri- 


cardo Jimenez, Luis Rosa and | 


Adolfo Matos, whose ex- 
ample is well worth emulating, 
because only through moral 


and political rectitude, only | 


through patriotic principles 
and sobriety can we be free. 

Let us also emulate the ex- 
amples of Nydia Cuevas, Pablo 
Marcano Garcia, and Jorge Al- 
bizu Orta. 

And finally, let us emulate 
the examples given us by Nor- 


berto Cintron-Fiallo and Ri- | 


carte Montes Garcia, who with 
their imprisonment, hammer- 
ed yet another nail in the 
Grand Jury’s coffin. 

LONG LIVE A FREE AND 
SOCIALIST PUERTO RICO! 
LONG LIVE THE ARMED 


STRUGGLE AND THE 
CLANDESTINE ORGANIZ— 
TIONS! 


LONG LIVE THE FUERZAS 

ARMADAS DE LIBERACION 

NACIONAL IN THEIR 

HEROIC STRUGGLE WITH— 

IN THE VERY EMPIRE! 

INDEPENDENCE OR 
DEATH! 
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CLANDESTINITY 


ON THE YANQUI NAVAL 
EXERCISES 


The following Communi- 
que was taken from the June, 
1982 edition of Pitirre, infor- 
mative organ of the Partido 
Revolucionario de Trabajado- 
res Puertorriquenos, P. R.T.P. 

Beginning April 27th and 
ending on May 16, 1982, the 
island of Vieques was invaded 
by 45,000 combined troops of 
the United States Armed For- 
ces, the Navy, Naval Infantry 
and National Guard. During 
this operation which comprised 
part of the naval exercises en- 
titled Ocean Venture 82, Puer- 
to Rico’s territorial waters and 
air space were occupied by 60 
war ships and more than 500 
combat planes. 

In the early morning hours 
of Sunday, May 16, 1982, a 
combat unit of the Ejército 
Popular Boricua (E.P.B. - Ma- 
cheteros) carried out the pu- 





nitive action, Pitirre II against 
Yanki sailors of that invading 
torce. The action resulted in 
the death of one sailor and the 
wounding of three others. No 
injuries were sustained by the 
Ejército Popular Boricua (E.P. 
B. - Macheteros), 

The United States Armed 
Forces have usurped the right 
of our Vieques compatriots to 
have their lands, waters, and 
peace and tranquility in their 
homes. We acted against the 
true invaders of our land on 
the night in which they cele- 
brated the day of the armed 
forces, to protest on behalf of 
our people, against those who 
hold over 26,000 acres of land 
in Vieques and impede its 
touristic, commercial, indus- 
tiral, and agricultural develop- 
ment. We protested because 
the U.S. imprisons our Haitan 
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brothers in the concentration 
camps at Fort Allen merely 
because they are black. We 
wish to point out that it was 
no coincidence that the milita- 
ry men we attacked were white. 
We consciously did not attack 
black Navy personnel because 
we recognize that we share a 
common past of slavery and 
oppression, a present of discri- 
mination and social injustice, 
and because we dream of a 
common future of liberty and 
just social development. 

We also undertook the ac- 
tion to denounce before the 
world the threat to our survival 
and world peace that is repre- 
sented by Yanki military bases 
in Puerto Rico during a world 
war. Due to the yanki military 


presence in Puerto Rico, we 
are a nuclear hostage of the 
United States that would be 
wiped off the face of the earth 
in the event of a world war. 
Lastly, we-carried out this 
action in solidarity with the 
just demands of the Argentine 
people for the sovereignty of 
the Malvina Islands and their 
struggle against British coloni- 
alism that has been supported 
in its aggression against the 
Argentine people from the 
Roosevelt Roads base. We 
also wish to affirm our soli- 
darity with the Salvadorean 
people and all progressive 
countries of Latin America 
who. today suffer the threat of 
aggression and intervention by 
the Reagan administration. 
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COMMUNIQUE 


The following communique 
was taken from the June 1982 
edition of Pitirre, year I 
number 1, the informative or- 
gan of the Partido Revolucion- 
ario de los Trabajadores 
Puertorriqueños, P.R.T.P. 
(Revolutionary Puerto Rican 
Workers Party.) 


In recent years, the Pucrto 
Rican workers have suffered 
the ravages of an economy in 
crisis. In the face of this 
economic ruin, the bosses and 
their government representa- 
tives have thrown the burden 
of the so-called austerity poli- 
cy on our shoulders. Such 
austerity means that workers 
are laid off, working hours 
are reduced, the possibilities 
for salary increases are elimin- 
ated, and the administrators 
of state and private enterprises 
constantly utilize the threat of 
being fired against the workers. 
This also means drastic cuts 
in social assistance programs, 
all of which mean more in- 
debtedness and therefore, more 





misery for the workers. 
Meanwhile, the white ad- 


~ministrators of all those enter- 


prises steal blatantly, pay them- 
sclves huge salaries, and even 
cover-up each others’ corrup- 
tion. Corruption is the means 
by which the administrators, 
managers, and politicians be- 
come rich which serving the 
local millionaires and the yan- 
qui entrepruners. . During the 
last few weeks we have seen, 
with the enrollment scandal, 
some forms of corruption, al- 
though the extent of this is 
truly invisible and is covered- 
up by the contracts that are 
constantly extended, and the 
laws that are approved in 
favor of the rich and the 
mobsters. | 

Whenever truly honest 
people, like some of our 
country’s labor leaders, act on 
our behalf and demand our 
rights, they are brutally re- 
pressed to the point where 
phony cases are fabricated a- 
gainst them, unions are haras- 
sed and their work stymied, 
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by the application of fascist 
and anti-worker laws, the 
F.B.I., Grand Jury, Labor Re- 
lations Board or the local 
authorities. 

In the face of such a situa- 
tion, we the workers of di- 
verse sectors of the produc- 
tion and services areas have 
decided to respond firmly to 
these aggressions. We will not 
stand by with our arms cross- 
ed while our rights are trampl- 
ed, our leaders repressed and 
while there is not even a mini- 
mal chance of a secure future 
for our families. We are tired 
of this abuse and from this 
day forward, anyone who 
tramples upon the workers 
will have to pay the conse- 
quences. 

Acting in the highest spirit 
of worker solidarity on the eve 
of International Workers’ Day, 
we have co-ordinated a labor 
movement offensive. In com- 


mMemoration of May Ist, we | 


have attacked the Electrical 
Energy Authority, the Justice 
Department, and other govern- 
ment agencies and exploitative 
enterprises. There will be no 
peace as long as we continue 
to be persecuted by the Grand 
Jury and other institutions 
such as the Labor Relations 
Board, while our leaders are 


imprisoned, and our labor- | 


syndicalist organizations are 
threatened with destruction. 

We have nothing more to 
lose in this struggle except 
our misery and lack of liberty 


and dignity as working people. | 


Long Live May 1st! 
Long Live International 
Workers Day! 
Long Live Unity and the 
Workers Struggle! 


Provisional Co-ordinating 


Committee of the Workers Self- | 


Defense Groups. 
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DOCUMENT 


MASS WORK 


TOWARDS 
PEOPLE’S WAR 


Interview with Rolando 
Moran, Commander in Chief 
of the Ejérito Guerrillero de 
los Pobres (E.G.P.). 


By Marta Harnecker 


The Ejército Guerrillero de 
los Pobres (E.G.P.), one of 
the strongest politico-military 
structures in Guatemala, is 
today recognized as the armed 
organization that carries out 
the most effective mass work 
in the country. 

For the E.G.P. there can 
be no people’s war or victory 
against the enemy if the peo- 
ple are not massively incorpor- 
ated into the war. The E.G.P.’s 
understanding of massive in- 
corporation into the war is not 
only the participation of the 
masses in strictly military 
tasks (guerrillas, para-militar- 
ists, or self-defense) but also 
the “political” participation 


a 





of the masses in the war. 

When we interviewed Ro- 
lando Morán, Commander in 
Chief of the E.G.P., he stated, 
“It was not easy to do this 
kind of mass work. It was 
necessary to overcome the 
traditional methods of work 
and find new ways to organize 
the masses. The interesting 
part of this is that it did not 
weaken, but rather strength- 
ened the military work.” 

This problem of the mas- 
ses and revolutionary war 
guides the aspects that we 
make known today in an exten- 
sive interview of the history of 
the E.P.G. and its principle of 
strategic positions. 


MILITARY DEVELOPMENT | 
ADAPTED TO A HETERO- 
GENOUS REALITY. 


M.H.: - I understand that the 
Guatemalan reality is very 
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heterogeneous. Can you tell 
me what repercussion this has 
on the development of people's 
war? a 
R.M.: - We believe that because 
of the geographic, economic 
and social complexities of our 
country, there exists three 
strategic levels in Guatemala 
that must be taken into con- 
sideration. One is the moun- 
tain range which is character- 
ized by its backward economic 
structure strongly tinged by 
pre-capitalist relations of pro- 
duction, an intense demogra- 
phic density, and by the pre- 
sence of national minorities 
which we call national ethnic 
minorities. Moreover, it has a 
topography that favors guer- 
rilla warfare and a weak pre- 
sence of the dominant power. 
We believe that this per- 
mits military growth of major 
proportions, the accumulation 
of military forces, and the de- 
velopment of a regular people’s 
army. It facilitates perman- 
ent clandestine organizational 
forms, much more situated, as 
well as the implantation and 
development of local revolu- 
tionary power. This is the 
first level. 
Another strategic level is 
the plains area which are char- 


acterized by extensive flat- 
lands and coastal foothills gen 
erally washed by many riverg 
and crossed by a complex net { 
work of roads. These landg 
are dedicated to agricultural 
exportation and here the capi 
talist relations of productio 

have reached a high level of 
development. 

The presence of the cen: 
tral power is much more signi 
ficant and as such so is the im; 
mediate presence of the ene; 
my. The predominant socia 
sector is the agricultural prole 
tariat. This makes it difficult 
to develop a regular and 
permanent military force 
this zone because the workef 
and his family depend on 4 
salary for subsistence. As such 
he can not separate himsel 
from his work center. The smal 


a 


production property owner] 


from this point of view, could 
be a source of provisions fo] 
an army, not only of consum 
er products, but also of a wor 
force. 

This zone requires a differ 
ent form of politico-military 
organization, a more advance¢ 
form of political organizatior 
because it can have element 
of proletarian organic con 
formity even in the mas 


organizations. 
military point of view, there 
can only be guerrilla structures 


But from the 


DE PIE Y EN LUCHA ‘4 
strategic levels. 
THE ANTITHESIS OF THE 
FOCO 


with limited mobility. As 
such, the military tactic must 
be different... 
This is the second strate- 
gic level. 
The third strategic level is 
the semi-industrial and indus- 
trial urban centers surrounded 
by belts of peasant production. 
The masses are fundamentally 
constituted by the working 
class, sectors of the middle 
class, and marginalized sectors. 
But it has the characteristic of 
being the enemy’s nerve cen- 
ter because it has concentrated 
its repressive, administrative, 
bureaucratic, military, and 
economic apparatus here. As 
such, the organizational tactic 
must also be different. It ac- 
quires a more proletarian char- 
acter, but from a military 
point of view the work is more 
complex. It is impossible to 
concentrate large armed con- 
tingents at least in the early 
stages of the war and if it were 
possible, it would be under in- 
surrectional and para-military 
forms. 
The strategy of revolution- 
ary people’s war in our coun- 
try must combine these three 





M.H.: - The E.G.P. emerged 
after a series of unsuccessful 


~ guerrilla experiences and you 


concretely participated in one 
of them. What is your organ- 
ization’s conception of armed 
struggle after those experi- 
ences? 

R.M.: - Our conception is 
based on the following: the 
participation of the masses in 
a war such as Guatemala’s is 
not a passive participation. As 
a result of an analysis of past 
experiences such as the first 
guerrilla effort in the Sierra de 
las Minas, we state that we can 
not conceive the masses, urban 
as well as peasants, only as a 
base of support for the guerril- 
las, but that they must also in- 
corporate themselves into the 
war. 

For us, the revolutionary 
war is not only the road to re- 
volution as we have always 
stated, but also the global stra- 
tegy of revolutionary war for 
the seizure of power. We un- 
derstand that in this war if the 
military detachments play a 
decisive and fundamental role, 


| 
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then they must be comple- 

mented by a broad political 

organization of the masses. 

M.H.: - What is the role of the 
masses in the war? 

R.M.: - On one hand they have 

a military role. The masses 
form and enrich the guerrilla 
detachments. The masses Or- 
ganize and constitute large 
para-military detachments. 
The masses organize and con- 
stitute the large people’s selt- 
defense detachments. These 
are the military formations 
through which the masses par- 
ticipate in the war. They also 
participate in the economy of 
the war. They produce for the 
people’s army and for the sus- 
tenance of clandestine politi- 
cal formations that could not 
survive without the support of 
the masses. Finally, they also 
participate politically in the 
war by incorporating all their 
characteristic instruments of 
struggle acquired through eco- 
nomic struggles, by adding the 
political content of the strug- 
gle for power. 

This is what characterizes 
revolutionary mass organiza- 
tions that do not limit their 
organic function to the trade 
union and economic struggles. 
They are mass organizations 


that do not put forth a col- 
lective agreement with the | 
authorities at the legal level as | 
an initial step. Rather, they | 
advocate economic struggle, 
but from a semi-clandestine Or | 
clandestine level. Naturally, | 
this is not an invention of 
ours. It is the application of 
new methods under ‘concrete 
conditions of fierce repression. 

The new methods respond | 
to indispensable necessities. 
All of our mass organizations| 
have secret leadership. The 
masses carry out partial insur- 
rections that we do not see; 
unilaterally as military pheno- 
menon but rather as para-mili- 
tary formations of mass strug- 
gle. | 
The masses do not partici- 
pate as a regular army. The 
politico-military participation 
of the masses, although armed 
or partially armed, do nog 
abandon the characteristic 
forms of mass struggle: wor 
stoppages, protests, marche 
as have occurred. 


Finally, the masses parti- 


cipate ideologically in the! 
revolutionary people’s war.| 
Through mass consciousness} 


and expression we give ideo- 


lagical direction to the re- 
volutionary peoples war so 
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that it does not become a 
new mass revolt but rather 
an organized struggle for the 
seizure of power. 


A POLITIC FOR EVERY 
LEVEL OF THE MASSES 


To a certain extent, in the 
beginning we felt that we 
were not fulfilling our initial 
demands. We could not find 
the way to do it. Initially, 
we tried to apply the classi- 
cal tactic: penetration into 
the factories, and the crea- 
tion of cells. However, this 
did not give us the results 
we expected. So, after study- 
ing various experiences we were 
able to come up with some for- 
mulas. We realized that in 
a country such as Guatemala, 
first of all, an underdeveloped 
country and secondly, a coun- 
try besieged with repression, 
that the masses have stratas 
determined by the levels of 
organization and radicalization 
or consciousness. In a situa- 
tion such as is the case with 
revolutionary peoples war it is 
not feasible that the selec- 
tive contingents of the poli- 
tico-military vanguard come 
directly from the broad mass 
organizations into the van- 


guard. These horizontal mass- 
es, organized in trade unions 
and all types of open legal > 
union guilds are permanently 
exposed to the enemy’s most 
brutal repression. 

We had to do something. 
Then we realized that when | 
“we speak of” the masses, we 
must prepare political and 
organizational work at three 
fundamental levels. One is the 
unorganized masses. The mass- 
es are not only those persons 
that are organized into trade 
unions, cooperatives, etc. There 
is an unorganized mass of 
people whose level of con- 
sciousness is less developed 
and indifferent to certain 
phenomenon of a social and 
political character. The unorga- 
nized masses always out num- 
ber the organized masses 

In our countries, we do 
not consider that the masses 
grouped into guilds, trade 
unions, etc. are politicized and 
we believe that only a sector 
can be depended on to be 
mobilized. For example, of 
800 persons affiliated with 
a trade union, you can 
mobilize about 400. We think 
that among those 400, there 
is a sector which numbers 
about 100 and constitutes 
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the advanced elements of the 
masses. | 

In order to develop peo- 
ple’s war to its highest levels, 
we feel that we must under- 
take special work with this 
advanced sector of the masses. 
In our opinion, this is the 
sector that must nurture the 
mass revolutionary organiza- 
tions. A certain level of dis- 
cipline can be imposed on 
this advanced sector. They un- 
derstand and assimilate it. 
You can also impose certain 
forms of organizations that 
are not the liberal norms 
that guilds, trade unions, 
cooperatives, etc. have. This 
advanced sector of the masses 
can accept a position of 
directly confronting repression 
through self-defense, in strug- 
gles, etc. They also accept 
a certain level of preparation 
and practice of clandestine 
and semi-clandestine measures. 
And you can do all of this 
without harming their dispo- 
sition, their decision, and their 
conviction that they must also 
engage in general and imme- 
diate economic struggles in the 
interests of their class or sec- 
tor. They do not abandon 
the economic struggle. On the 
other hand, 


they do not 


automatically integrate them- 
selves into the vanguard. While 
it is true that these organiza- 
tions are not formed by 
militants, they accept the prin- 
ciples of struggle of the 
EGP. This is how you can 
explain that in Guatemala there 
exists the CUC, FERG 
(Robin Garcia Revolutionary 
Student Front), Village Coor- 
dinators and the Revolutionary 
Workers Cells, whose leaflets 
always put forth the defeat 
of the government and the 
seizure of power. There is 
no doubt that the government 
cannot harm them because 
they form part of the masses, 
but the organization is a 
compartmentalized clandes- 
tine organization. 

In the case of the workers 
sector, the situation has special 
varieties because the revolu- 
tionary workers organization 
in one way or another must be 
linked to work centers and 
mass organizations of an eco- 
nomic character. Nonetheless, 
the revolutionary mass organi- 
zation is a clandestine organi- 
zation with adequate struc- 
tures t> function and with- 
out organic relations with 


the public or legal entities. 
‘utionary mass wor- 


The re 
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kers organization that parti- 
cipates in the January 31st 
Popular Front is the Felipe 
Antonio Garcia Rac Revolu- 
tionary Workers Cells. They 
groups together workers from 
various areas of agricultural 
and industrial production and 
other regions of the country 
consisting of approximately 
30 trade unions. 


A NEW CONCEPTION OF 
MASS WORK 


This is an organization that 
works with clandestine meth- 
ods although this does not 
hinder its links with the 
masses. Its roots in the mass- 
es are so profound that 
activist workers can do the 
work of agitation, organiza- 
tion and formation in their 
own work centers and in 
broad organizations, with the 
assurance that their clandes- 
tinity will not be exposed. 
We are not speaking of in- 
dividual and isolated work of 
revolutionary clandestine agi- 
tation and organization among 


the masses but rather the work 


of an entire sector of the 
masses that carries out acti- 
vities ‘of political orientation, 
defined as revolutionary, but 





intimately linked to the im- 
mediate interests of the masses 
who do not see that work 
as being marginal to them, but 
as part of its own aspirations. 
of mass work. It is no longer 
a matter of placing a group of 
people in a trade union in 
‘order to wi elections and 
control its leadership, and 
then believe that the trade 
union is under its influence. 
Fundamentally, we do not 
care about the leadership. 
Essentially what we care about 
is the base and among them, 
the most advanced sectors. 
When we say that we have 
a trade union, it is because the 
base has been won over and 
not because we are in the 
leadership. 
M.H.: - Tell me. Didn’t this 
mass work weaken the mili- 
tary work that you were 
attempting to fulfill? 
R.M.: - No, in no way . On 
the contrary, it enriched 
it. With the development of 
the mass work, we not only 
broadened and enriched the 
quality of combatents and 
cadres for the military forces, 
but combined with the work 
of the mass organizations, 
this permitted the realization 
of tasks of the war that did 
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not correspond to the regular 
military forces. These were 
perfected in their function 
and assured that they better 
fulfill their role as permanent 
combatents. 

The same thing occurred 
with the indigenous people 
whose incorporation into the 
revolution is definitive at this 
time. There are tens of thou- 
sands of indigenous people of 
our zone that have been incor- 
porated into the plans of the 
EGP, fully aware that they 
are our plans. The CUC, 
for example, a peasant organi- 
zation adjacent to the EGP 
is an organization that is 
loved by the indigenous 
peasants. 

How does the CUC func- 
tion? The CUC goes beyond 
previous forms of organization. 
For example, an initial group 
of the CUC is formed in a 
village. It is a secret committee 
that develops propaganda work 
until they win over the village 
majority and incorporate them 
into the mass work of the 
CUC. This can only be con- 
ceived in a country such as 
Guatemala, where the level 
of repression and intensity of 
the class struggle have pola- 
rized the forces in struggle. 


This situation enables the peo- | 
ple to accept this as the on- | 


ly solution for self-defense and - 
to continue the struggle and 
achieve victory. 

We already have regular 


guerrilla forces in the Frente 
Guerrillero Luis Turcios Lima | 


(Luis Turcios Lima Guerrilla 
Front), which 
the southern coast of our 


country. In addition to geo- | 
graphy, what do these forces ` 
base themselves on? On the | 


fact that in the villages of the 
region there exists 
tionary mass organizations, 
and local guerrilla 


ple organized in assemblies 


of the CUC and other revo- | 
organizations in | 


lutionary 
this front. 
M.H.: - Are these mass organi- 
zation armed? 


R.M.: - They are not all armed | 
but they do have armed | 
Addi- ° 
tionally, the EGP, has local | 


self-defense groups. 
guerrilla groupings equivalent 
to militias, regional gue- 
rrillas, and our regular army. 
SELF - 
MEANS TO CONFRONT RE- 
PRESSION 


M.H.: — 


is based on > 


revolu- ; 


forces. | 
There are thousands of peo- 


DEFENSE: MASS 


What does self- | 
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defense consist of? 

R.M. — Self - defense group- 
ings are those organized by 
the masses to defend their 
own activities and actions 


under conditions that do 
not allow for protection 
through legality. They are 
the instruments that the 
masses use for protection 


against their fierce enemy. 
By its characteristics, the 
self-defense groupings are both 
the origin and bridge between 
the masses and the guerrilla 
forces, as well as the regular 
forces of the revolution. In 
this way, the masses gain 
consciousness of their partici- 
pation in the war. 

The defense of the masses 


is the responsibility of 
the self- defense groupings. 
They constitute politico- 


military selection and are a 
breeding ground to strength- 
en the ranks of our guerri- 
lla forces and our regular 
revolutionary military forces. 
M.H.: - Can you give a con- 
crete example of how 
self- defense operates? | 

H.M.: - In some villages, the 
self-defense groups are or- 
ganized by the local clandes- 
tine committees of the EGP. 
These groups are constituted 





by those sympathizers closest 
to the organization, previously 
selected by their decision and 
their affinity to our line. 
Their function is to provide for 
the security of the village, 
the organizations local clandes- 
tine committees, it leader- 
ship, and the companeras of 
those guerrillas that have 
taken up arms. 

According to the condi- 
tions, they mount surveillance 
systems, warning alerts, and in 
some cases at a higher level 
of armed struggle, prepare am- 
bushes and traps. The survei- 
llance systems include control 
of roads, movements of the 
enemy and control of reac- 
tionaries and possible agents. 
The warning systems are cons- 
tituted by a great diversity of 
means improvised and creat- 
ed by them to warn of the ene- 
my’s presence, detection of 
excursions or camoflaged 
maneuvers. 


FROM THE PHASE OF IM- 
PLANTION TO ARMED 
PROPAGANDA 


M.H. - Well, we began talking 
about the war and due to its 
character of peoples war, we 
correctly discussed the par- 
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ticipation of the masses in the 
war. From there our conversa- 
tion turned toward the EPG’s 
military work. What is your 
military strategy? What stages 
do you put forth? How do 
you see the unleashing of 
the war in the future? 
R.M.: - Our conception of 
the development of peoples 
war is based on the following: 
apart from the phase of im- 
olantation, a stage of armed 
propaganda must be developed. 
Not armed propaganda as a 
strategy, but rather as a phase 
to elevate the war to its 
highest levels in a general 
sense all over the country. 
Since we thought that 
the definition of the war 
and the seizure of power in 
Guatemala would require the 
global participation of the 
Guatemalan population, armed 
propaganda allowed us to 
explain to the exploited and 
oppressed masses why the war 
was taking place and its 
objectives. In the repressive 
conditions that exist in Gua- 


temala, it is difficult to carry - 
out agitation and revolution- | 


ary propaganda without en- 
joying the support that the 
arms bring. 

© Now we have started to do 


armed propaganda as a means 
of reactivating the struggle, 
the war. 


THE GENERALIZATION OF 
GUERRILLA WARFARE 


Then we reach a new 
stage: the generalization of 
guerrilla warfare across the 
country to disperse and wear 
down the enemy, thus making 
possible the accumulation of 
forces on our part. 

This means that we have as 
a military tactic, harassment, 
inflicting losses on the local 
enemy forces and the execu- 
tion of enemy cadres. Al- 
though not yet a military 
operation in form, in this phase 
we do not yet put forth 
infliction of losses on the 
enemy’s military structures. 
M.H.: - Are there still special 
detachments that carry out 
armed actions? 

R.M.: - Not only special 
detachments. The masses have 
already started to participate 
in the generalization of guer- 
rilla warfare which is an irre- 
gular war. The generalization 
of guerrilla warfare has many 
varieties: from the activation 
of guerrilla units that wage 
combat, that carry out am- 
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bushes etc. From a military 
point of view these are second- 
ary and necessary operations, 
but once generalized they be- 
gin to create a politico- 
military problem. 


Now, we are fully con- 


scious that if we stay at these. 


stages, although prolonged in 
time, we are not going to 
achieve the destruction of the 
enemy’s military power. As I 
have stated, we have laid out 
that the development of our 
war and our victory must go 
through different phases that 
can be shortened or prolonged 
-but that nonetheless are obli- 
gatory. These stages culminate 
in the military defeat of the 
enemy. A defeat that can also 
bring with it a military defeat 
of our principal enemy, who 
supports the native military 
forces that combat us. 

Since the March Document 
of 1967, the possibility of 
military intervention by yanki 
imperialism in our country 
and in our revolution must be 
seen as a strategic phase in our 
struggle. 

This intervention can be 
manifested through the parti- 
cipation of advisors, technical 
cadres, equipment, ammuni- 
tion, control of communica- 





tions, directing operations, etc. 

The other stage we have 
contemplated because of this, 
after the generalization of 
guerrilla warfare is the 
masses’ contention for land. 
From another angle, this 


' means that we must develop 


a base of local power in the 
liberated territories and build 
the roots of the new state even 
though it is only in the peri- 
pheral areas. 
M.H.: - Tell me Rolando, aren’t 
you now in this last phase? 
-Don’t you have liberated 
zones? 

R.M. ~ No. We cannot consider 
them liberated zones until we 
obtain total political, econo- 
mic and military control of 
these areas, while we may have 
one or two of the three, with- 
out all three we cannot say 
that they are liberated areas. 


M.H.: - What do you call the 
zones where guerrilla detach- 
ments exist and the population 
supports the EGP’s cause? 
R.M.: - We call them disputed 
zones. There is a dispute for 
the land between the masses 
and the enemy. There are 
guerrilla zones where the situa- 
tion does not reach that level 
of development. Permanent or 
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regular units wage a continuous 
struggle and carry out guerrilla 
and para-military activities. We 
call these guerrilla zones. 

The developmental stage 
of the liberated zones or the 
dispute for land between the 
masses and the enemy is a 
stage that in military terms 
implies that the struggle is one 
of regular combat against ene- 
my forces. Here we are not only 
speaking of ambushes, harass- 
ment, causing enemy losses, Or 
action to wear down the ene- 
my, but through maneuvers 
and varying positions, we seek 
to militarily defeat the enemy. 
In other words, it means to 
cripple and destroy their for- 
ces, operations, and military 
structures. 

M.H.: - You have not yet en- 
tered that stage? 

R.M.: - We have begun to do it. 
Until now, the foresight ini- 
tially stated in the Documento 
de Marzo (March Document) 
and repeated in other docu- 
ments and developed in The 
Military Strategy have been 
fulfilled. This leads us to con- 
clude that they were correct 
interpretations. Something 
could occur to change our 
perspective, but we are con 
vinced that the previous phases 


were obligatory phases of the 
development of our war, al- 
though some of the phases 
can be shortened and others 
prolonged. . 
M.H.: - And all of this culmin- 
nates in insurrection? 

R.M.: - And in the seizure of 
power. 

M.H.: - You define the war as 
a prolonged war? 

R.M.: - Yes, but I am a little 
apprehensive about speaking 
to you about “prolonged war” 
because... 

M.H.: - It is associated with 
the chinese model... 

R.M.: - Yes and much has 
been speculated. Terms begin 
to get thrown around and some 
incorrect interpretations are 
then made. 

UNITY: A PROCESS WITH 
ITS OWN RHYTHM 


M.H.: - In your opinion, what 
has most helped the unitary 
process of the politico-military 
organizations in your country 
and what were the principal 


obstacles towards achieving it? | 


R.M.: - In my judgment, what 
is most important is to consider 
unity as a process with the least 
possible discrepancies. Besides 
the objective necessity that 
the conditions of war impose, 
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a fundamental element is to a- 
void differences that create 
polarization. 

All of the attempts at 
achieving unity during the past 
decade and in this decade in 
our country were disastrous 
and on some occasions had 
tragic results. Not only did 
they end up in organizational 
differences and splits but also 
antagonistic positions. They 
reached a point, at a given mo- 
ment, of almost developing 
tratricidal war among the par- 
ticipants. 

Now in order to achieve 
real and effective unity among 
the leadership, there must be a 
high level of flexibility, 
comprehension, and the will- 
ingness to sacrifice a number 
of things that to a certain ex- 
tent, have been transformed at 
times into questions of.a per- 
sonal and individual character. 
For the sake of having an un- 
selfish, optimistic, and objec- 
tive vision of the revolution, it 
is necessary to do this type of 
work within yourself personal- 
ly as well as among your cad- 
res. . 

Personally, I feel very opti- 
mistic about the development 
of unity in the future. 

You also asked me what 





consequences or projections 
this unity could have. First, 
an acceleration of the total 
process of war. Secondly, a 
politico and military strength- 
ening of the joint forces will 
develop as a result of the par- 
ticular strengths of each orga- 
nization. Didlectically what 
occurs is both things. 

Third, besides accelerating 
the struggle and strengthening 
the movement, what I believe 
will occur, most importantly, 
is that unity will be projected 
by the development of a total, 
homogenous, objective van- 
guard that will respond to the 
necessities and realities of our 
people. 


HOW TO ADVANCE ON THE 
ROAD TO UNITY 


M.H.: - With respect to the 
process you have lived through, 
I would like you to give exam- 
ples of the first-steps you have 
taken to advance on the road 
to unity. | : 

R.M.: - The first steps were: 
the exchange of information, 
mutually ceasing attacks, the 
coordination of work among 
the masses, which is more 
reasonable; concrete agree- 
ments on limited projects, ma- 
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terial aid, the coordination of 
limited military actions, and 
later to agreements of a tacti- 
cal and strategic character. I 
am giving you a brief outline 
and repeating the steps that 
we have taken. 
M.H.: - Something that cap- 
tures attention in your docu- 
ments is that they state ‘We 
are not the vanguard. We do 
not proclaim ourselves the 
vanguard”. This seems to be 
an important element for 
unity. 
R.M.: - Not only that, we have 
never explicitly or implicitly, 
directly or indirectly, publicly 
judged the activities of other 
organizations. 
M.H.: - According to your 
experience, what has most 
hurt unity. | T 
R.M.: - It is precisely not being 
convinced of unity. If the pro- 
tagonists of a unitary process 
view unity at different levels, 
then the problem is compli- 
cated, Unity could be a tac- 
tical process or it can be a 
strategic process. If the people 
involved in the unitary process 
view it at different levels, you 
can be assured that the process 
will be torturous. If they agree 
that there must be joint unity, 
that unity will be effective 
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only at a joint level. | 

If everyone agrees that; 
unity wil be tactical, it can ; 
only be effective at a tactical | 
level. If everyone agrees that it} 
should occur at astrategic level | 
then it must be effective at: 
that level. But if among the, 
participants in that process the } 
conception of unity varies and | 
some see it as tactical, and; 
others as strategic, then thatį 
unity will fall apart. | 
FROM DREAMS TO REAL-} 
ITY 

M.H.: - What were the} 
dreams or projections that) 
emerged in the new organiza-| 


rectional nature. 

M.H.: - In what sense? | 
R.M.: - In the sense that de- 
of ang 


terminant situations 
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insurrectional nature will 
occur after guerrilla warfare 
and war maneuvers go through 
a necessary phase in order to 
transform the correlation of 
military forces in our favor. I 
have always felt that our ties 
will have to be fertilized by 
large military actions of major 
importance. From a military 
point of view, I believe there 
will be more actions of major 
importance here than in other 
parts of Central America. Up 
to this moment, Nicaragua has 
had the most important 
actions, but I believe that here 
in Guatemala they will be 
greater. 
M.H.: - You thought that the 
phase of implantation and the 
armed propaganda work would 
be shorter? | 
R.M.: - Exactly. In reality we 
can say that the work of im- 
plantation has been the most 
prolonged. The phase of con- 
tinuous military actions re- 
cently began concretely about 
a year ago. 

Another situation that has 
not corresponded to what I 
believed was possible is the 
development of open armed 
struggle and military actions in 
the Southern Coast of Guate- 
mala. Actions have been spo- 
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radic and of minor importance. 
M.H.: - But you stated earlier, 
that is the strategic zone in 
which it is difficult to maintain 
regular units, where the armed 
actions are carried out during 
the night by workers. 
R.M.: - Yes, but I believe that 
even so, these actions will 
reach the level of major impor- 
tance and massivity in a short 
time. This is a result of speci- 
fic socio-economic conditions. 
Until then, they will continue 
with the types of actions pos- 
sible in that area, sabotage, 
harassment, and executions. 
We will have to further analyze 
the causes, there are still fac- 
tors that we have been unable 
to determine. 
M.H.: - Did you ever think 
that the EGP would be so va- 
lued for their work in the 
clandestine organization of the 
masses. 


R.M.: - No. | e 
M.H.: - Is this something new, 
learned through practice? ` 


R.M.: - It is something we 
learned through practice and 
in my opinion, very effectively. 
This was due to the fact that, 
in spite of some proposals that 
might appear “foquista” at a 
given moment, we were open- 
minded about the masses par- 
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ticipation in the war. We had 
to review a series of plans, 
especially in our traditional 
practice of how to penetrate 
the masses and pass from the 
horizontal organizations to the 
vanguard. We learned from our 


practice and gained experience 


from our failures. This is also 
true for our work with the re- | 
volutionary mass organizations į 
which have indeed been inval- $ 


uable to us. 
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INTERNATIONAL 


FORUM 





L.S.P. PRESENTATION 
TO THE U.N. 


Presentation by Juan An- 
tonio Corretjer, Secretary Ge- 
neral of the Liga Socialista 
Puertorriquefia, L.S.P. before 
the United Nations Decoloni- 
zation Committee, demanding 
that the colonial case of Puerto 
Rico be discussed in the Gen- 
eral Assembly in their next 
session, in 1982. 


Mr. President and Delegates: 

Once again we come before 
this Committee to ask for your 
help in our people’s struggle 
for National Independence. 
Unless Puerto Rico is inde- 
pendent, it can only be a 
colony. 

The United Nations has 





been considering our situation 
since 1945. The United States, 
in their insolence, has imposed 
its imperialist will on the U.N. 
in the case of Puerto Rico. As 
far as this Committee is con- 
cerned, the United States has 
pretended not to understand 
any suggestions made to them 
regarding decolonization. This 
Committee must respond to 
this insolence of the Yankee 
Imperialists with the same 
moral objectivity as in 1972 
and 1980. 

The Committee must now 
ensure that the General Assem- 
bly fulfills their responsibility 
to help resolve the most seri- 
ous colonial problem of the 
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United States. As we warned 
this Committee in our 1978 
and 1980 presentations, your 
attempts to convince the U.S. 
to rectify their genocidal beha- 
vior in Puerto Rico and to 
recognize our indevendence 
will prevent great suffering not 
only for our people, but also 
for theirs. Our war is the war 
of the flea, and the crazed ele- 
phant will thrash about in its 
impotence. 


Our presentations have al- 
ways been brief. If we are not 
as brief this time, then we will 
not take more time than our 
subject requires. In order to 
shorten our presentation to 
the minimum, we have includ- 
ed several important and 
illustrative appendices, which 
the Committee may study, 
especially in the case of the 
exploitation of non-renewable 


resources. 
MINERAL EXPLOITATION 


We will begin with this sub- 
ject. Since 1975, the Liga So- 
cialista Puertorriqueña has 
stood alone in warning of the 
threat which the imperialist 
countries pose to our own peo- 
ple. Their plans to excavate 
the mines, especially the cop- 
per mines in the center of the 


country; in Adjuntas, Lares 
and Utuado, will dig our peo- 
ple’s grave. This threat hangs 
over all of Puerto Rico, through 
the additional plans to exploit 
the nickel and other strategic 
minerals. 

We have opposed the ex- 
ploitation of our minerals since 
1975 because our nation will 
not be able to withstand it. It 
is a problem of scale. Our island 
covers a little less than 9,000 
square kilometers. It would be 
impossible to subject it to such 
brutal treatment as large-scale 
mining would entail, without 
having it physically collapse 
under such aggression. Since 
1975 we have stated, and we 
once again submit our criteria, 
that the exploitation of Puerto 
Rico’s mineral wealth is unde- 
sirable, in its current status as 
a colony, if the country became 
an independent capitalist re- 
gime, or if it were a socialist 
republic. No change in our po- 
litical status can alter the terri- 
tory of Puerto Rico. We do not 
deny that science can one day 
improve this situation. But 
there is not a glimmer of hope 
that this will happen in the 

near future. We repeat, we 
oppose the exploitation of our 
non-renewable resources, Ye- 
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gardless of our political status 
or who the owners are -- be 
they Yankee Impcrialist com- 
panies, or from other coun- 
tries; private Puerto Rican 
sectors or even by the workers. 
We must be frank and inflex- 
ible regarding this. 

This is one of the points 
on which the U.S. government 
has been deaf to the calls made 
by this Committee. Please 
warn the government in Wash- 
ington to stop interfering with 
the land and water, the verv 
heart of Puerto Rico. Let us sec 
what their response is. 

When we first learned of 
the yankee’s monopolistic 
ambitions for Puerto Rican soil 
we presented an official, gov- 
ernment map, which clearly 
designated the destruction of 
Puerto Rico (see Appendix 1), 
due to be completed in the 
year 2020. Our tenacity has 
not been in vain. Our focus 
since then on the land to be 
mined has received a resound- 
ing echo. An important Puerto 
Rican institution, the Adjuntas 

Academy of Art and Culture, 
differs from other organiza- 
tions opposed to the mineral 
exploitation, because it is also 
opposed to the mining regard- 
less of whatever political 
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change takes place in Puerto 
Rico: colonialism, capitalism, 
Independence or Socialism. 
The Adjuntas Academy of Art 
and Culture was organized and 
is led by people who were born 
and raised and have always re- 


sided in the area. It is led by 


engineers, teachers, property 
owners and workers. Its anti- 
mining campaign is based on 
absolutely scientific criteria. 
But they are also inspired by 
the spirit of those for whom 
the mining equals burning of 
their own homes. We would 
like to assure this Committee 
that if there is one question 
which concerns us and has a 
deeply rooted opposition in 
Puerto Rico, it is the mining. 
In the central area, covered by 
the Adjuntas Academy of Art 
and Culture, this opposition is 
massive. On July 7, 1982, in 
one of its many press confer- 
ences , several of its most ex- 
perienced leaders spoke at the 
Puerto Rican Bar Association, 
(the engineers Alexis Masol 
and Edward Garcia Delgado 
and the teacher Tinti Deya). 
In a statement given to the 
press to open the questions 
and answers, they proved that 
the mining is not merely a 
future threat. It is an act of 
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aggression already being imple- 
mented.* | 

*( Due to the length of the 
Appendices, they will be pub- 
lished in De Pie y En Lucha 
at a future date.) 

While we affirm our oppo- 
sition to the mining even under 
a Socialist government in 
Puerto Rico, we would like to 
clarify that the full security 


which Puerto Rico is entitled . 


to in the face of threatened 
destruction, can only be real- 
ized once the independence 
and sovereignty of the Puerto 
Rican people is recognized. As 
long as the colonial regime — 
irresponsible of necessity — 
subsists, the country will be 
exposed to this totally destruc- 
tive aggression. 

Our identification with our 
people’s highest interests does 
not mean we ignore our res- 
ponsibility to the other peoples 
of the world. The exploitation 
of Puerto Rico’s non-renewable 
resources will strengthen Yan- 
kee Imperialism’s ability to 
injure other peoples, especially 
our sister peoples in the other 
Antilles, (both Greater and 
Lesser), in Central America, 
and the other island nations 
of the Caribbean. It will 
give greater aggressive strength 
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to the Imperialist armed forces 
against the peoples of the 
world and the international 
working class. It will also 
increase the oppressive power 
of the ruling oligarchy within 
the imperialist, federal state, 
against the captive proletariats 
of our fraternal peoples, the 
ChicanoMexicano people, the 
Black New African people, the 
national minorities and the 
Anglo Saxon and Anglo Celtic 
white proletariat, We are pri- 
marily concerned in pointing 
out to the workers of the world 
the spirit of proletarian inter- 
nationalism with which we 
oppose this mineral exploita- 
tion, especially since it regards 
the strategic resources the Pen- 
tagon will use against them. 

We respectfully call upon 
this Committee to carefully 
study the related documents 
submitted in the Appendices. 


PRISONERS OF WAR 


We would like to remind 
the Committee, once again, of 
our 11 compatriots, prisoners 
of war, imprisoned as if they 
were common prisoners, in dif- 
ferent federal and state prisons 
in Illinois, Kansas and Califor- 
nia. 


We denounce, once again, 
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the savagery of the U.S. govern- 
ment, which deliberately ig- 
nores the _ political-military 
character of the patriotic strug- 
gle which resulted in the cap- 
ture of the compañeros Carlos 
Alberto Torres, Haydee Torres 
(husband and wife), Elizam 
Escobar, Ricardo Jimenez, 
Luis Rosa, Adolfo Matos An- 
tongiorgi, Dylcia Pagan, Lucy 
and Alicia Rodriguez (sisters), 
Carmen Valentin and Oscar 
Lopez Rivera. 

The U.S. ignores and de- 
fies the norms established by 
International Law, laws which 
govern relations between bel- 
ligerent powers, the Geneva 
Convention, the Additional 
Protocols of the Diplomatic 
Conference and United Nations 
Resolutions, Our prisoners of 
war suffer the brutality of nor- 
mal prison life. They are also 
the object of particular attacks. 
Actually, the civilized world 
must take note of the policy 
being carried out against them. 
In the United States, unlike any 
other nation, the prisoners of 
war and the political prisoners 
are dispersed, as a particular 
form of persecution. Maria 
Haydee Torres is held in a fe- 
deral prison in California; her 
husband, Carlos Alberto Tor- 





55 


res, in a state prison in Illinois; 
Oscar Lopez in a federal prison 
in Kansas; the rest of the com- 
paneros are held in groups of 
two in different prisons in the 
state (read: province) of Illi- 
nois. This is a special form of 
repression which only the 
United States practices. We 
call on this Committee to 
exercise what influence it can 
in order to suspend this cruel 
aggression against our brave 
fighters. 
POLITICAL PRISONERS 


Norberto Cintron-Fiallo, 
labor leader and Ricarte Mon- 
tes Garcia, teacher, and leader 
of the Liga Socialista Puerto- 
rriqueña, are imprisoned and 
exiled to the federal prison in 
New York, which is pompously 
called the Metropolitan Cor- 
rectional Center. They are both 
victims of one of the most re- 
pressive, brutal tools of the 
Imperialist court apparatus, 
the so-called Federal Grand 
Jury. They were imprisoned in 
San Juan and immediately offi- 
cially kidnapped and thrown 
into the above-mentioned pri- 
son. 

Forty-six years of experi- 
ence by Puerto Rican indepen- 
dentistas prove our statement 
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that the Federal Grand Jury is 
nothing less than the waiting 
room for prison. The Grand 
Jury follows orders exclusively 
from the F.B.I. and the prose- 
cutors. 

Nydia Cuevas. Rivera and 
Pablo Marcano Garcia have 
been prisoners for more than 
four years, exiled following 
their federal sentencing in 
Puerto Rico. These patriotic 
Puerto Ricans took over the 
Chilean consulate in San Juan, 
on July 3rd, 1978 and held it 
until the afternoon of July 4th. 
They carried out this activity 
to protest the Imperialist gov- 
ernment and its lackeys’ cele- 
brations to commemorate 
United States independence. 
This colonial irony inflamed 
these young independentistas, 
who do not belong to any par- 
ticular organization, to the 
point of risking their lives. 
They were sentenced to twelve 
years by the imperialist court 
in San Juan. 

Characteristic of United 
States’ behavior is the disdain 
for the United Nations and 
this committee; the Geneva 
Conventions and the Addition- 
al Protocols, and the obstinacy 
with which they impose ex- 
cessively long sentences on pa- 


triotic Puerto Ricans. This 
committee will remember how, 
ina similar action, the Yugoslav 
Mission to the United Nations 
was taken over by Yugolsav 
dissidents. Even when this ac- 
tion involved armed struggle 
and an employee of the Mission 
was wounded, 


kee imperialist Federal Court 
on Nydia Cuevas Rivera and 
Pablo Marcano Garcia, 
although they used no violence. 
RECENT REPRESSION 


While the F.B.I. was taking 4 
compañero Ricarte Montes to $ 
the Federal Grand Jury, wait- | 
ing room for prison, they abu- { 
sively entered the home of | 
Compañero Luis Angel Torres, | 
Secretary General of the Movi- $ 
miento Socialista de Trabaja- 4 
dores (Socialist Workers Move- | 
ment), an independentist or- | 
ganization. They subjected his | 
house to a meticulous and use- | 
less search. Another member | 


of this organization was simi- 


larly abused by the F.B.I. The $ 
(the $ 
known dentist)country house $ 
* his car. Armed with shotguns 


Dr. Raúl Morales’ 


was also similarly abused. 


Colonial agents, organized i 
and led by the F.B.I. followed § 


the accused @ 
were sentenced to less thanhalf } 
the time imposed by the yan- { 
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companero Efrain Garcia Oso- 
rio at night, as he was going 
home. When he neared his 
humble residence, he was hit 
onthe head and slapped. An- 
other compañero, like Garcia 
Osorio, a member of the San- 
turce section of the Liga Soci- 
alista Puertorriqueña, Juan 
Lebrón, was arrested on Ponce 
de Léon Avenue, minutes after 
he came out of our main office. 
Both he and the borrowed 
automobile he was driving 
were searched. Afterward, 
they let him go home. As he 
neared his home, he approach- 
ed a public telephone. While 
he called, the agents returned 
and fired a shot from their car, 
which missed him. 

The historian Juan Manuel 
Delgado visited our offices, ac- 
companied by his friend Anibal 
Gerena Lafontaine. They came 
to coordinate the activities in 
Ciales on August 13th, the 
anniversary of the 1898 Upris- 
ing, planned by the Ciales 
Historical Society and the Liga 
Socialista Puertorriqueña. When 
they left, the agents followed 
them. In the town of Manati 
they forced Delgado to stop 


and machine guns, as well as 
regular arms, they struck our 





friends and damaged the car. 

We forewarn you that if 
any of these comrades or 
friends, or any member of our 
organization is assassinated, it 
will not be difficult to deduce 
who is responsible for their 
murder. 

Regardless “of whoever ac- 
tually pulls the trigger on our 
brothers, the U.S. government 
is responsible along with their 
political military leader, the 
President of the U.S. 

When talking about recent 
repression in Puerto Rico, men- 
tion must be made of the bru- 
tal evictions of Villa Sin 
Miedo, an exemplary commu- 
nity of Puerto Ricans with- 
out homes who rescued land 
in the municipality of Rio 
Grande. In this community, 
families were able to serve 
their country, by demonstrat- 
ing their organizational ability 
ind their high moral fiber. 
There, were no vices, only 
virtues. The people of Villa 
Sin Miedo seized uncultivated 
land, property of the colonial 
government. They built their 
homes and cultivated the land. 
They built a house for religious 

‘services and for a cultural club. 
The government burned their 
houses, destroyed their harvest 
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and shot at the inhabitants. 
They made them nomads in 
their own land. The people of 
Villa Sin Miedo, its history 
and leaders, are already part of 
Puerto Rican history, literature 
and folklore. 

Villa Sin Miedo is a preview 
of what rightfully free Puerto 
Rican people will build on a 
large scale organized according 
to the principle of scientific 
socialism, once they exercise 
their right to enjoy together the 
wealth of their land. This 
Committee can support and 
‘advance this day and thus 
receive our people’s gratitude 
for all future time. 


THE MILITARY PROBLEM 


The so-called Acts of Con- 
gress of the U.S., by which this 
foreign power has governed 
Puerto Rico, the Foraker Act 
and the Jones Act, amended in 
1952, are safeguarded by the 
military regime imposed on 
Puerto Rico since 1898. This 
can be divided into the follow- 
ing successive periods: Invasion 
and occupation, 1898 to 1900; 
Acts regulating the occupation 
(Foraker Act — 1900—1917; 
Jones Act — 1917—1952; 


amendments to this according 
to the Law of Federal Rela- 
tions — 1952 to the present, 
are the laws for civilians in the 
occupied territories). Return- 


ing to the subject: from 1898 ` 


to 1900 the army ruled out- 
right. In 1900, the garrison 
regime was organized. Char- 
acteristically the army, through 


Pret ad 


the civilian regime, governed - 


for better or worse, on the ¥ 
principle that the garrison will 4 
sustain itself as long as it can { 
be fed, armed and reinforced; 1 
this situation lasted from 1917 4 
to 1939. In that year, the gar- { 
rison state began to be trans- 


formed into a Base of Opera- ' 


tions for the Armed Forces, 4 
in order to combine the base 4 
of operations with the garrison } 
regime. During the garrison re- ; 
gime, public opinion 1s com- , 
pletely ignored as soon as op- 4 
position increases. This is de- § 
monstrated in the repression 4 
suffered by the working class į 
in the early 1900’s and the be- | 
ginning of the annihilation of : 
the Nationalist Party (the Mas- 4 
sacre of Rio Piedras, October 4 
24, 1935, the imprisonment j 
and exile of three leadership § 
bodies between 1936 and1941; | 
the Massacre of Utuado and j 
the Massacre of Ponce on ; 


9) deh BS ee ae 
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March 31, 1937). The Conso- 
lidation of the Base of Opera- 
tions, 1939—1952, annihilation 
of the Nationalist Party and 
the pacification of the popula- 
tion, resurgence of the In- 
dependence Movement, mass 
resistance to the draft, pro- 
liferation of Marxism, twenty 
years of struggle against the 
War Navy in Vieques and 
clandestine -armed struggle. 
A. transition to combine the 
Base of Operations with the 
Garrison régime. The current 
period must be understood as 
Reagan’s politics in accordance 
with the recommendations of 
the Sante Fe Committee. This 
is a plan to swallow up nations 
in the Caribbean Basin, liqui- 
date the new independence 
with political maneuvers and a 


liquidating ideology and in- 
creasingly persecute the patri- 
“ otic. sectors which :ọffer the 


greatest resistance and the most 
revolutionary . consciousness. 


- Vieques. is the focus of yankee 


militarism in the. Caribbean. 
Vieques is the visible, sorrow- 
ful and heroic head of Roose- 
velt Roads, of which it is a 
part. Navy maneuvers and their 
accomplices in NATO, and 
even of Latin America, are in- 
creasingly cruel and devastat- 





ing. l 
THE NEW IMPERIALIST 
OFFENSIVE 


The new imperialist offen- 
sive in Puerto Rico is based on 
the exploitation of the nonre- 
newable resources in Puerto 
Rico. Their goals and destruc- 
tive capacity have already been 
spoken of in this presentation. 
We would like to point out how 
Imperialism intends to conceal 
this. First, the New Progressive 
Party’s Statehood Campaign. 
Second, the Popular Party’s 
campaign to end the Free As- 
sociated State, which splits in- 
to the conservatives who want 
“Permanent Union” and the 
so-called radicals who want 
“Free Association”. 

_ Statehood would equal — 
historically, judicially and po- 
litically — what the mining 
does in the physical sphere. It 
would be the culmination of 
colonialism through the con- 
version of Puerto Rico into a 
military—industrial complex. 
When the plan to destroy the 
minerals is underway, the pro- 
statehood campaign would a- 
chieve the goal of surrender 
and Puerto Rico will remain in 
the same political position —a 
United States possession. It 
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appears to be contradictory 
and it is. But from the Imperi- 
alist point of view, this is the 
solution to the contradiction. 
But we come out ahead. This 
Committee can be sure that the 
Puerto Rican people are against 
and will oppose statehood just 
as they oppose the mining. 
They could try to impose it by 
force. However, the conse- 
quences are not worth the ef- 
fort. 

The Popular Party’s cam- 
paigns, be they for “Permanent 
Union” or “Free Association” 
follow the same path. They 
are entertainment which is sup- 
posed to deceive the people in 
general, as well as independen- 
tistas and incautious liberal- 
socialists who trust that they 
will avert the danger of state- 
hood in the 1984 elections. In 
1984, unless a force which is 
presently invisible prevents it, 
a colonial party which follows 
the policies dictated in Wash- 
ington regardless of the party 
of the policies, will win. 

We oppose ‘Permanent 
Union” for the same reason 
we oppose statehood. We must 
be more explicit regarding 
“Free Association”. In two 
previous occasions we pointed 
out to this Committee, in deli- 


berately sharp words, our cri- 
teria regarding the utopian 
character of any autonomy 
plan, or transfer of powers, 
presented to the U.S. There is 
no constitutional space for an 
autonomous relation between 
Puerto Rico and the United 
States. The so-called states are 
provinces of a single state 
which is the federal state. The 
clause in the federal constitu- 
tion regarding territoriality he- 
remitically seals any movement 
of any territory, in this case 
Puerto Rico, towards an auto- 
nomous relation. This also in- 
cludes the autonomous propo- 
sal included in Resolution 
1514 (XV) of the General 
Assembly. If we appear before 
this Committee under this re- 
solution, we do so in order to 
clarify our position. Regarding 
Puerto Rico, Resolution 1514 
is inoperative except as it calls 
for independence. 

We respectfully submit to 
this Committee that any move 
towards autonomy for Puerto 
Rico is very dangerous for our 
people. Autonomy has in Pu- 
erto Rico, thanks to a well- 
sustained confusion, a tradi- 
tional appeal. If it were possible 
to deceive my people through 
some political sophisms, then 
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the most successful would be 
autonomy. 

This Committee has a cor- 
rect position of intervening in 


legitimate decolonizing pro- 


cesses. Any support from a 
source given to autonomy is 
highly dangerous for the 
Puerto Rican national interest. 
Autonomy nourishes a chimera 
a utopia which not only 
repeats the implicit decep- 
tion of the utopia plans, it 
also encourages this peculiar 
sickness of “‘tacticism”’. ‘‘Tact- 
icism’is confused with tactics 
and a healthy movement to- 
wards the precipice as if it were 
directed towards conquest of 
all future visions. In reality, 
it only degenerates into oppor- 
tunism and imperialism gains 
necessary time to hurt us now 
and the opportunity to do so 
in the future. Any support, or 
appearance of support, how- 
ever slight it may be, from this 
Committee for autonomy, 
under this or any other name, 
damages our defenses. Because 
of the validity of your an- 
nouncements, because of your 
immense prestige among Puer- 
to Rican independentistas, it 
could be interpreted as a re- 
cognition of the inability of 
Puerto Ricans to advance to- 
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wards independence. This in- 
ability does not exist. But if 
any theory has strengthened 
this possibility, it has been 
autonomist preachings. Auto- 
nomy castrates movements of 
national liberation. 
Furthermore, we repeat 
that the proposed transfer of 
powers Resolution 1514 (XV) 


_ works against independence in 


Puerto Rico, not for it. There- 
fore, we reject it. Furthermore, 
we believe that Imperialism 
will not heed it, but will view 
it as a Capitulation. 

We trust that the General 
Assembly will take these warn- 
ings into consideration when 
the colonial case of Puerto Ri- 
co is discussed in the next as- 
sembly. 


ARMED STRUGGLE 


The development of a clan- 
destine movement of armed 
struggle is more than evident 
in Puerto Rico. The constant 
attention which the repressive, 
Imperialist agencies pay to it 
shows its importance. In order 
to corroborate our assertion, 
look at the numerous studies 


carried out by experts on 


counterinsurgency. To name a 
few: A Rand Note, October, 
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1981. This was prepared for 
the Sandia Laboratories by the 
Rand Corporation as part of a 
larger study on the potential 
threat to United States atomic 
programs. The study is dedica- 
ted entirely to Puerto Rico, 
Puerto Rico’s Terrorist Threat: 
A Strategic Problem, by Cap- 
tain Tom Linn, U.S. Navy In- 
fantry Corp., Defense and For- 
eign Affairs, October 1981, 
pages 24 to 27. The Reorgani- 
zation of Marine Corps Intelli- 
gence, by Brigadier General 
H.T. Hagaman, Marine Corps 
Gazette, January, 1982. 

Of greater importance, be- 
cause we are in the terrain of 
facts, is the reorganization of 
force against the armed strug- 
gle of our clandestine organi- 
zations. The counterinsurgen- 
cy General Staff is composed 
of the C.I.A., F.B.I., War Navy, 
U.S. National Guard and the 
colonial police. The organiza- 
tion of this group testifies to 
the highly positive change of 
opinion towards armed revolu- 
tionary movement. Based on 
this fact, are many significant 
characteristics which reveal 
how the repression is evolving 
towards a preventive war. The 
development of our war of 
national liberation is a fact no- 


ted by our military enemy. 
Our organization, the Liga 

Socialista Puertorriqueña, be- 

lieves that the future of the 


struggle for independence and ‘ 
Socialism will be determined « 
by the increased development _ 


of the armed struggle, as it is 
carried out by the patriotic 
Puerto Rican clandestine or- 


ganizations. We fervently sup-_ 


port this struggle. We celebrate 


its triumphs — Montebello, 
Campo Alegre, Hato Rey, Na- ; 
guabo, Sabana Seca, Base # 


Muñiz, the Condado, Pensaco- {$ 
la, and we understand its fail- $ 


ures which, fortunately, up to $ 


now have not been defeats. $ 
Their struggle will be hard, # 


very hard. Every day it will be @ 
harder. That is why, gentle- $ 
men, we are so grateful for @ 
your mediation which will @ 
shorten the sufferings of our $ 
struggling people. Their spokes- $ 
person by my own choice, 1@ 


salute you and thank you for } 


listening to me. 
Juan Antonio Corretjer 


Guaynabo, July 21, 1982 
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